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Online travel agency Ctrip's data show that 
the number of Chinese visitors traveling to 
the Netherlands has increased rapidly in 

the past five years. According to official statistics, 
the number of overnight hotel stays booked 
by Chinese tourists was about 365,000 and up 
23 percent in 2017. Analysts have detected an 
upward trend of Chinese tourists making the 
Netherlands their main destination when they 
travel to Europe and several Dutch retailers 
and even Amsterdam Airport Schipol have 
enabled Chinese shoppers to use Alipay in the 
Netherlands. This begs the question: What has led 
to the rise of Chinese tourism in the Netherlands?

It is no secret that Chinese tourists flock in droves to Europe every 
year. In recent years, the Netherlands has become one of the top 
European destinations for Chinese tourists. Paper Magazine explores 
the reason behind the phenomenal rise of Chinese tourism in the 
Netherlands.

ATTRACTIVE, UNIQUE AND LIBERAL DUTCH CULTURE 
The Netherlands has a welcoming culture that opens its arms to 
all nationalities, religions and individuals. It also has an egalitarian 
society. Status and respect are obtained through study and work 
and not through family ties or old age. Every person is equal and 
should be treated accordingly. As one of the most tolerant and 
open-minded European society which places a high premium on 
individualism and freedom of thought, this is a refreshing change 
for Chinese tourists who can immerse in the free-spirited and liberal 
culture of Dutch society and way of life. 

In recent years, the Dutch citizens and businesses have also 
reciprocated by showing greater interest in Chinese culture and 
there has been a steady growth in cultural and social exchanges 
between both countries. The Consulate General of the Kingdom 
of Netherlands has, in fact, been extremely pro-active in hosting 
and organizing numerous cultural events and initiatives to foster 
the growing cultural interactions to boost the tourism exchanges 
between China and the Netherlands.

ATTRACTIVE

in the Netherlands
The Rise of Chinese Tourism



UNIQUE NATIONAL AND CULTURAL EVENTS 
Long gone are the days when Chinese tourists 
are obsessed solely with material pursuits and 
luxury shopping experiences. Now that Mainland 
China has developed rapidly in its luxury goods 
and services sector, Chinese tourists are no longer 
just interested in buying luxury products. Instead, 
more Chinese tourists, especially the younger 
and more educated generation, are becoming 
more fascinated by cultural immersions and 
experiences.

One of the most significant Dutch national events 
will be the King’s Day (Koningsdag) on 27 April 
in Amsterdam. King's Day is a public holiday but 
certainly not a day of rest. The Dutch, expats 
and tourists alike flock to Amsterdam for a day of 
celebration. The fun traditionally begins on the 
eve of the big day (King’s Night) with the carnival 
atmosphere continuing throughout the city on 
King’s Day. DJs play parties on public squares; 
brightly decorated boats fill canals and live music 
spills onto streets from cafe patios. In the streets, 
canals, parks and everywhere in between, the 
city is bursting with orange as Amsterdammers 
enjoy the biggest street party of the year. This is 
certainly an electric atmosphere of celebration 
that will be a huge draw for Chinese tourists to 
partake in!

CULTURAL EVENTS

Another Spring festival that is unique in the Netherlands 
and a huge draw with visitors is the Dutch Flower Parade or 
the Tulips Festival which usually occurs in April. It is the only 
flower parade that is made up with spring flowers. More 
than a million visitors from all over the world enjoy during 
the route of the creations of the many volunteers who make 
the event possible. Colourful floats and vehicles decked with 
beautiful flowers will travel through various towns around 
30km in a celebration of spring. This presents another chance 
for Chinese visitors to enjoy the festivities and partake in the 
Dutch way of ushering in Spring.

Alternatively, admiring the beauty of Dutch flowers in 
Keukenhof is an unforgettable experience for tourists of all 
ages. Floral displays in the park and the unique flower shows 
in the various pavilions constitute a glorious visual feast. The 
world famous Keukenhof Gardens in Lisse are opened from 
mid-March until mid-May which is the best time for tourists to 
visit the Netherlands.
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ICONIC ATTRACTIONS THAT ARE UNIQUELY 
DUTCH
Other than the Van Gogh Museum and the Royal 
Palace, visitors will undoubtedly be fascinated 
by the Dutch windmills which are usually the 
subject of fascination for tourists, especially those 
who wish to snap photographs to boast to their 
family and friends that they have truly been to the 
Netherlands.

There are several famous windmills in Netherlands 
and all of them are guaranteed to take the 
visitors’ breath away. However, the most iconic 
ones that Chinese tourists should visit is the 
elaborate windmill network at the Kinderdijk in 
the Dordrecht area. This elaborate system of 
windmills was constructed to pump water from 
Zuid-Holland’s marshlands and helped to create 
a large, low-lying tract of land that effectively 
turned the surrounding area into a fertile 
hinterland. 19 windmills were built on this site 
during the 18th century, and the network has the 
largest concentration of historic windmills in the 
Netherlands. Today, the area is an UNESCO World 
Heritage Site, and so picturesque that it will likely 
be every instagrammer’s favourite spot.

popular attractions in the Netherlands, lies just 
eight kilometers north of Arnhem. Occupying an 
area of 13,750 acres, this huge park is the largest 
continuous nature reserve in the country and is 
notable for its diversity of scenery, which includes 
everything from dense forests to high sand dunes. 
It's now the country's largest nature reserve and 
is home to an abundance of wildlife, including 
deer, wild boar, and mouflon (a rare breed of 
wild sheep). From cycling to hiking, Chinese 
tourists will love to take a break from their urban 
lifestyle and embrace the beautiful nature that the 
Netherlands has to offer.

With an attractive culture and extraordinary 
attractions, it is no wonder more Chinese tourists 
are increasingly being drawn to the Netherlands 
and are keen to visit this charming destination. 
For visa enquiries and more information on 
the Netherlands, please contact the Consulate 
General of the Kingdom of Netherlands in 
Guangzhou and start planning your trip today!

One Chinese photographer, when 
interviewed, was also amazed by the 
unique architectural wonders of Dutch 
buildings. He had visited Rotterdam 
with his colleagues, and he paid tribute to the 
Markthal, or Market Hall which he described as 
“the most gorgeous good market in the world”. 
Indeed, the horseshoe-shaped building attracts 
many visitors like Long, who come to marvel at 
the unique architecture, market stalls and colourful 
artworks. More importantly, these attractions give 
Chinese tourists a glimpse of Dutch architectural 
elements and their cultural heritage.

PICTURESQUE DUTCH CHARM
Chinese tourists are familiar with the scenic spots 
of Italy, UK and France but now, many Chinese 
tourists have already been to these European 
countries so many times that they are more keen 
to explore the Netherlands and Dutch charms 
such as Scheveningen, Kijkduin, Madurodam or 
even Reeuwijk in the province of south Holland- a 
scenic place consisting of 11 beautiful lakes in the 
middle of the Dutch ‘Green Heart’. The romantic 
scenery at Reeuwijk is a picturesque spot that will 
charm visitors to no end with the Dutch residences 
surrounded by pristine waters, a reflection of the 
Dutch connection with water and beautiful canals.

For outdoor fun, Hoge Veluwe National Park 
(Nationaal Park De Hoge Veluwe), one of the most 
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A Spring celebration of French 
gastronomy
As part of the initiative to showcase the 
very best of France, renowned chefs and 
restaurants in South China participated in 
4 days of culinary showcase to promote 
French gastronomy. The themes for this 
year’s 5th edition of Goût de France Good 
France focused on responsible cuisine 
and taking a greener approach to gas-
tronomy. The event was another re-
sounding success in South China with the 
participation of some of South China’s 
renowned food & beverage establish-
ments doing their part to bring the best 
of French cuisine to South China: 
• G Restaurant & Bar, Le Grand Hyatt
• L’Etoile (Shenzhen)
• Le Fournil de Pierre
• La môme (Jiangmen)
• Café 107
• Get Holiday
• Perma Bakery
• FUEL
• La Medina
• St Régis (Shenzhen)
• Greg’s restaurant (Xiamen)
• F Bistro (Xiamen)

Dezan Shira hosts Russian ex-
porters and investors in Guang-
zhou
Dezan Shira & Associates are assisting 
Russian businesses to export to and 
invest in Asia by hosting a delegation 
of companies from the export support 
agency of Volgogradskya oblast. Volgo-
grad oblast’s strategic waterways have 
made it a popular route for shipping and 
for generation of hydroelectricity. Its 
primary industries are agriculture, food 
production, heavy industry, gas and pe-
troleum refining. Bilateral trade between 
China and Russia is expected to reach 
US$200 billion over the next 4 years..

Sun Hung Kai acquires land in 
Guangzhou
Hong Kong-listed Sun Hung Kai Proper-
ties has snapped up a second plot of land 
near Guangzhou’s Qingsheng high speed 
rail station at a price of RMB 1.19 billion. 
The company announced that it will link 
its newly-purchased 69,677 square metre 
commercial site with an adjacent com-
mercial plot that it had acquired in May, 
to construct a transit-oriented-develop-
ment project. The Guangzhou project 
underscored the company’s recent em-
phasis on building commercial properties 
connected to transportation hubs with 
multiple railways and high-speed trains.

Dream Cruises launches One Day 
Sails between Guangzhou and 
Hong Kong
Dream Cruises has launched the “One 
Day Greater Bay Cruise” on the  World 
Dream that will link Guangzhou and Hong 
Kong and also help boost the cruise 
economy in the Greater Bay Area. Guests 
will be able to experience the World 
Dream and the Greater Bay Area at a very 
affordable price of RMB 499 per person.
Guests can choose to depart every Friday 
from Guangzhou (Nansha) to Hong 
Kong or every Sunday from Hong Kong 
to Guangzhou (Nansha). During the 
promotion period from March to June 
2019, every passenger will also receive a 
voucher worth HKD100 for consumption 
on board.

Ethiopian Airlines to double 
flights to Guangzhou
Ethiopian Airlines (ET) plans to double 
its flights to the Chinese city of Guang-
zhou.ET Managing Director of Interna-
tional Services Esayas Woldermariam 
announced that the carrier plans to fly 
to Guangzhou twice a day. The airlines is 
also planning to add more Chinese desti-
nations to facilitate the rapidly increasing 
multifaceted ties between African coun-
tries and China with plans to commence 
cargo flight services to Zhengzhou and 
passenger flight services to Dalian and 
Hangzhou.

Istanbul’s new mega-airport to 
be fully operational in April
Operations from Atatürk Airport will be 
transferred to the new Istanbul Airport 
from 5 April 2019. During the transfer pe-
riod, Istanbul Airport and Atatürk Airport 
will only be available for base carriers’ 
flights and both airports will be operating 
with a common reduced capacity with 35 
arrivals and 35 departures per hour. Istan-
bul Airport has the potential to welcome 
90 million passengers annually, and fol-
lowing the second phase of construction, 
expected to be completed in 2023, the 
number will rise to around 200 million. It 
will host flights departing to 350 destina-
tions worldwide including Africa.

Italian Design Day 2019
Organized by the Consulate General of 
Italy in Guangzhou, the Italian Design 
Day aims to promote the excellence and 
peculiarities of Italian design around the 
world. “Ambassadors” of Italian Design 
ranging from architects, designers, aca-
demics, entrepreneurs, critics to commu-
nicators took part in conferences, promo-
tional events, exhibitions and meetings 
to present the uniqueness and features 
of Italian design to audiences worldwide. 
The event was a resounding success in 
Shenzhen with a rousing presentation by 
Italian Design Ambassador, Prof. Carlo 
Ratti before the audience engaged in 
a fruitful dialogue with designers and 
architects from Italy and China.

China offers tax relief to over-
seas talent working in Greater 
Bay Area
China’s Ministry of Finance (MOF) has 
announced a favourable tax policy for 
overseas talent working in the Guang-
dong-Hong Kong-Macao Greater Bay 
Area. Based on the individual income tax 
differentials between the Chinese main-
land and Hong Kong, overseas high-end 
talent and professionals in short supply 
that work in the Greater Bay Area will 
get subsidies from Guangdong Province 
and Shenzhen Municipality to offset the 
differentials and these subsidies will be 
exempt from individual income tax.
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Jeff Chang [Continuum] World Tour in Guangzhou

Jeff Chang is well-known across Taiwan, Hong Kong, 
Southeast Asia and mainland China for his sentimental 
songs, which have earned him the nickname “Prince of Love 
Ballads”, Chang has recorded a string of successful albums 
in Mandarin, Cantonese and English since 1989. In 2016, 
he participated in the fourth season of the Chinese reality 
show “I Am a Singer” where he finished as runner-up. For 
Jeff Chang World Tour [Continuum], the talented entertainer 
wants to present a positive vision not only of his own future, 
but what he hopes for the world.

Date: 13 April 2019
Time: 7.30pm
Venue: Baoneng International Sports Arena
Prices: RMB 1580/1280/980/680/380
For tickets, please call 86-10-400-610-3721 or email ponypiao@
aliyun.com

Women's Art Festival: Concert by Lumina Coeli- Girl Choir of France

Lumina Coeli was founded in 2012 by Hugo Gutierrez. It is within the Instruction Saint Lazare- 
Saint Sacrament of Autun that the girls are trained in choral singing on school time from 

kindergarten to high school. The girls’ choir is made 
up of 45 girls aged 7 to 16, selected for their vocal 
qualities and strength of spirit. LUMINA COEL is one 
the rare choirs with voices of young girls in France 
with an international vocation. The repertoire of 
the choir comprises of sacred music, secular and 
opera.

Date: 14 April 2019
Time: 7.30pm
Venue: Guangzhou Opera House
Prices: RMB 680/480/380/280
For tickets, please call 86-10-400-610-3721 or email 
ponypiao@aliyun.com

The Musical School of Rock in Guangzhou

Based on the film of the same name, School of Rock—The Musical tells the story of wannabe 
rock star Dewey Finn, who poses as a substitute teacher at a prestigious prep school. When 
he discovers his students’ musical talents, he enlists his fifth-graders to form a rock group and 
conquer the Battle of the Bands. A musical for all ages.

Dates: 19 - 28April 2019
Time: 2.30pm (Weekends) /7.30pm
Venue: Guangzhou Opera House  
Prices: RMB 999/799/599/499/299/199 
For tickets, please call 86-10-400-610-3721 
or email ponypiao@aliyun.com

Karen Souza China Tour 2019 in Guangzhou

Her career began under different pseudonyms, writing songs and providing vocals to several 
electronic music producers, which made her part of many House hits.Karen started flirting with 
Jazz when she was invited to participate in the first album of the Jazz & 80's series. Back then, 
no one could imagine how successful these series would become overnight. Essentials, her first 
album, compiles Karen's best renditions from these albums, and it immediately became a sales 
success.

Date: 29 April 2019
Time: 8pm
Venue: Xinghai Concert Hall
Prices: RMB 580/380/280/180
For tickets, please call 86-10-400-610-3721 or email 
ponypiao@aliyun.com



Rainie Yang YOUTH LIES WITHIN World Tour Macao

One of Taiwan’s most talented and versatile singers, Rainie 
Yangfirst came to public attention in 2000 as a member of 
the Taiwanese girl group, 4 in Love, before going on to pursue 
a successful career in the entertainment industry as a singer, 
actress and TV host. To date she has released 10 albums 
which have delivered hits including “Ambiguous Love”, “Ideal 
Lover”, “Allergy”, “Audience”, “Traces of Time in Love” and 
more.

Date: 4 May 2019
Time: 8.00pm
Venue: Cotai Arena, The Venetian Macao
Prices: HKD980/780/580/380
For tickets, please visit www.cotaiticketing.com or www.macauticket.
com

De Stijl and the Future Between China and Europe

The exhibition on the Dutch ‘De Stijl’ (The Style) is 
curated by the German curator Sophie-Charlotte 
Bombeck. The participating artists are (in no particular 
order): 陈亮、黄拱烘、李鹏、马树青、唐骁、王晓
鸣、Henriette van 't Hoog, Iemke van Dijk, Michael 
Wright, Oleksiy Koval, Veronika Wenger. The exhibition 
was jointly organized by the OCT Box Art Museum and 
the Wuhan Art Museum. A total of nearly 60 abstract 
works, including paintings, installations and images, will 
be exhibited. 

Dates: 22 March - 5 May 2019
Time: Tuesday to Friday 10am - 6pm / Saturday to Sunday 
10am - 8pm
Venue: Boxes Art Museum. Shunfeng Mountain Wetland Park, 
Shunde District, Foshan City
Admission is free. For more information, please email 
boxesartmuseum@163.com

Behaviour of Colours: Donald Schenkel Oil Painting Solo Exhibition

In this exhibition, you will discover how colours behave when interacting with each other. 
Dutch artist Donald Schenkel creates lucid oil paintings that present us with an innovative visual 

experience, one that will inspire feelings of peace and 
tranquillity. By immersing yourself in the space created by the 
colour gradients and texture of the paint, his work will lead 
your eye into the faraway distance. While his previous works 
explored the transitions between strongly contrasting colours, 
his new paintings experiment with the possibilities of lighter 
colours. This newest series captures a warmth and subtlety 
that guides the viewer toward awide range of emotions.

Dates: 3 March - 9 June 2019
Time: Tuesday to Friday 2pm - 6.30pm/ Saturday to Sunday 11am - 
7pm
Venue: ART23 / No.23 Qiming 3rd Rd. Qiming Community
Price: RMB 29 / Free on Wednesday
For tickets, please call 86 18819805255or email art23gz@163.com

teamLab: Forest of Life & Future Park

The digital art collective teamLab, an interdisciplinary group consisting of artists, programmers, 
animators, architects, graphic artists and engineers, is bringing their exhibition to Guangzhou! 
Immersive technology combines with art to stimulate all the five senses of exhibition visitors 
to enable them to appreciate the beautiful blending of 
immersive technology, nature and art to truly promote art 
and nature in a borderless world. Through exhibits such as 
Memory of Topography, Forest of Flowers and People: Lost, 
Immersed and Reborn, and Weightless Forest of Resonating 
Life, the artists will try to reconnect the human to feel 
and embrace the reality of nature using the dynamism of 
immersive technology. Kids will also love installations such as 
Create! Hopscotch for Geniuses and Sliding through the Fruit 
Field, and experience a most fun and interactive time. Not to 
be missed!

Dates: 27 April - 10 July 2019 (Closed on Mondays)
Time: 10.30am - 10.30pm
Venue: Party Pier Culture and Art Zone, Guangzhou 
Prices: RMB 238 (Normal price)/ 138 (Early Bird Discount valid from 
27 April - 6 June 2019) 
For tickets, please visit http://ur0.work/Wvvc 
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R
etail spending in the US, meanwhile, is projected 
to grow by 3.3 percent to reach US$5.53 trillion. 
Despite a slowing economy and the ongoing US-
China trade war, the popularity of e-commerce and 

rising spending in lower tier cities is set to help China’s 
retail sector overcome rising macroeconomic risks.

CONTINUED E-COMMERCE GROWTH
China’s faster-than-expected retail growth is partly due 
to the continued explosion of e-commerce. eMarketer 
expects e-commerce to account for a stunning 35 percent 
of retail spending in China, which is equivalent to about 
US$2 trillion - over half of all e-commerce sales globally. In 
contrast, e-commerce in the US is projected to account for 
just 11 percent of retail sales.

The scale of China’s e-commerce sector can be seen in 
the annual Singles Day shopping festival. Despite slowing 
economic growth, the e-commerce behemoth Alibaba 
still managed to register a record US$30.8 billion in sales 
during the latest Singles Day festival in November.

The persistent growth of e-commerce in China bodes well 
for platform operators.

Nevertheless, while established e-commerce giants like 
Alibaba and JD.com are expected to post strong growth 
numbers, , eMarketer expects their market share to be 
gradually eroded by smaller upstarts like Pinduoduo.

Per the report, Alibaba and JD.com will have year-on-
year sales increases of 19.2 percent and 29.7 percent, 
respectively, while Pinduoduo - China’s third largest 
e-commerce platform - will increase sales by 100.8 
percent.

China will overtake 
the US to become 
the world’s largest 

retail market in 2019, 
according to a new 

report from the market 
research firm eMarketer.
According to the report, 
retail spending in China 
will grow by 7.5 percent 

this year to hit over 
US$5.64 trillion.

LONG-TERM POTENTIAL OF CHINA’S LOWER TIER 
CITIES
Amid a slowing economy, retail sales growth in China 
is expected to decelerate in the coming years. Still the 
eMarketer report expects retail sales growth to continue 
to outpace that of the US until at least 2022, thereby 
widening China’s lead as the world’s largest retail market.

While China’s years of breakneck growth may be coming 
to an end, the country’s lower tier cities continue to 
boast untapped potential. For example, Alibaba’s latest 
earnings report stated that 70 percent of new users of its 
retail marketplaces came from third and lower tier cities.
Likewise, the investment bank Morgan Stanley projects 
that consumption levels in China’s smaller cities could 
triple from their 2018 levels by 2030.

Moreover, China’s young shoppers - who are notably less 
thrifty than previous generations - will continue to propel 
consumption growth. A recent report from OC&C Strategy 
Consultants found that Chinese born 1998 or later account 
for 15 percent of household spending, compared to just 
four percent in the US.

Although retail spending is expected to remain steady in 
2019, there have been anecdotal reports of “consumption 
downgrades” across China. Amid ongoing economic 
uncertainty, many Chinese consumers may hold off on 
making big-ticket purchases. For example, car sales in 
China fell by 5.8 percent in 2018 - the first drop since 
1992.

Due to these dynamics, certain retail sub-sectors and 
products in China may be more successful than others 
in 2019. Long-term, the sector’s outlook continues to be 
promising though not immune to macroeconomic risks.

China to be World’s Largest 
Retail Market in 2019
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EMBARK ON MUSEUM-HOPPING
One simply just have to look at the sheer quantity 
and quality of arts and cultural repositories in 
Amsterdam to appreciate the richness of Dutch 
cultural heritage. For art lovers, the Rijksmuseum 
houses an astoundingly huge collection of rare art 
and antiquities with some 7 million works of art and 
more than 35,000 books and manuscripts, as well 
as numerous fascinating displays dealing with the 
development of art and culture in the Netherlands.

The Anne Frank Museum and the Jewish Historical 
Museum are dedicated to the Jewish community 
and Amsterdam’s strong Jewish ties. To understand 
about the strong Jewish influences in Amsterdam, 
the Anne Frank Museum will educate you on 
the horrors and brutality of the Holocaust while 
the Jewish Historical Museum will afford a more 
comprehensive view of Jewish development and 
origins in the Netherlands.

Another must-visit is the Van Gogh Museum, 
dedicated to the extraordinary artistry of one of 
the country's most-revered painters. This modern 
Gerrit Rietveld-designed structure is home to the 
world's largest collection of Van Gogh paintings 
with an impressive 200 paintings, 500 sketching and 
drawings, and 700 letters. Its spectacular collection 
will blow you away.

If schedule permits, you may wish to hop by the 
Stedelijk Museum - Municipal Museum Amsterdam, 
the Amsterdam Museum, the Museum of the Tropics 
or the Rembrandt House Museum for an additional 
dose of Dutch cultural and historical immersion.

THE CULTURAL HEARTBEAT OF THE NETHERLANDS: 

AMSTERDAM
Besides being the capital of the Kingdom of Netherlands, Amsterdam 
is also a top tourist destination in Europe. Besides immersing the Dutch 
culture, the city is filled with awe-inspiring and beautiful architecture, 
and picturesque locations for you to snap and post on your WeChat or 
Instagram.



GO ON A CITY TOUR ON FOOT OR ON 
BICYCLE TO ADMIRE AMSTERDAM’S 
MAGNIFICENT BUILDINGS AND GARDENS
To get sense of the vibes of Amsterdam, what 
better way than to stroll around the city or hop on 
a bike and go around the city to admire and gaze 
in awe at its beautiful buildings and landscape. A 
good place to soak in the Amsterdam vibe and 
buzz is to visit the Jordaan, Amsterdam’s most 
popular and upbeat neighbourhoods. known for 
its mix of residential areas with garden courtyards, 
lively markets, and upscale boutiques and 
eateries.

EMBARK ON A HISTORY TOUR OF 
AMSTERDAM AND IMMERSE IN ITS RICH 
HERITAGE
To catch a glimpse of Amsterdam’s rich history, 
one would have to start with the Dam Square, an 
extremely crowded and tourist-packed area. Its 
most prominent feature is the 17th- century Royal 
Palace (Koninklijk Palace), former home of the 
Dutch royal family and present-day venue for royal 
functions. Besides taking heaps of photos, visitors 
will be fascinated with the large public square 
which derives its liveliness from cafes and shops, 
and vendors selling food and souvenirs. For a 
more spectacular view, also try the Ferris wheel at 
the square.

Then, you can bask in the imperial glory and 
magnificence of the Royal Palace, which serves 
as the King's residence when he's in the city. 
Based upon the architecture of ancient Rome, 
the exterior is strictly classical, while the interior is 
magnificently furnished, its apartments decorated 
with a wealth of reliefs, ornamentation, marble 
sculptures, and friezes, along with ceiling-
paintings by Ferdinand Bol and Govert Flinck. In 
April, if you visit during King’s Day, you can take 
part in the street celebrations after the tour of the 
palace.

Besides having your cameras ready to snap away 
at the picturesque streets and boulevards, you 
should settle down and sip a cup of coffee amidst 
traditional Dutch folk music and people-watch. On 
Mondays, an area called the Westerstraat fills up 
with 200 vendors in a flea-market-style bazaar or if 
you want more activity. Alternatively, on Saturday 
mornings, Lindengracht turns into a huge open-air 
market, where you can find local crafts, produce, 
flowers, and goodies perfect for filling a picnic 
basket.

Once you have filled your picnic baskets, head 
down to the largest and most visited park in 
Amsterdam, Vondelpark. It also has a variety 
of sculptures and statues, playgrounds, and 
other recreational facilities, including rollerblade 
rental and the Vondelpark Open Air Theater, 
which serves as a venue for musical and stage 
productions from May through September. You 
can enjoy the performances while sitting down 
for a picnic or you could stroll among the lovely 
flowers and enjoy the afternoon sun.
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DISCOVER THE SIGHTS AND SOUNDS OF 
AMSTERDAM WITH A FASCINATING CANAL 
CRUISE
With more than 1500 bridges built over them, 
and over 100km of canals,  Amsterdam has 
acquired the nickname of "Venice of the North". 
Most canal cruises take around an hour, in which 
you'll explore Amsterdam's UNESCO protected 
canal ring and discover plenty of interesting 
facts about the city along the way. As well as the 
excellent one-hour options, other types of canal 
cruises available include practical hop-on-hop-off 
services, romantic candle-lit tours, child-friendly 
adventures and intimate guided boat tours for 
smaller groups. 

The most famous canals are the three canals in the 
centre of the city - Prinsengracht, Keizersgracht 
and Herengracht, and these are surrounded by a 
number of pubs, restaurants and cafes. Whether 
you’re a first-time or frequent visitor, everything 
in Amsterdam seems a bit more magical when 
viewed from a boat. We highly recommend that 
you stick with the best-known operators such as  
Stromma, Blue Boat, and Lovers.

WHERE TO STAY
Waldorf Astoria Amsterdam
Inspired by timeless Dutch history, the hotel 
brings authentic charm together with world class 
amenities and the personalized and legendary 
True Waldorf Service. After a day of exploring 
Amsterdam, you deserve only the best and the 
luxurious facilities and delectable dishes from their 
Michelin restaurants will blow your palate away. 
You get what you pay for. So expect impeccable 
service and amenities here.

Address: Herengracht 542-556, 1017 CG Amsterdam, 
Netherlands
Tel: +31 20 718 4600

HOW TO GET THERE
There are direct flights from Guangzhou to 
Amsterdam offered by China Southern Airlines. 
Alternatively, the next fastest way is to fly via 
Cathay Dragon from Hong Kong to Amsterdam. 
For visa inquiries, please contact the Consulate 
General of the Kingdom of Netherlands in 
Guangzhou for more information. 

Address: China, Guangdong Sheng, Guangzhou Shi, 
Tianhe Qu, TianHe ZhongXin, Tianhe Rd, 490号天河城大
厦 邮政编码: 510620
Tel: +86 20 3813 2200

SHOP 'TIL YOU DROP
E-commerce is not as prevalent in Amsterdam as 
it is in China so the average Dutch still prefers a 
walk-about. Hence, Chinese tourists can lay eyes 
on some of the most queer, unique yet stylish 
places to shop, whether for high-end luxury goods, 
local crafts, or fun souvenirs. The best known - and 
usually the busiest - is the Kalverstraat with many 
smart boutiques, galleries, perfumeries, cafés, and 
restaurants.

For a completely different shopping experience, 
hop over to the Vlooienmarkt, Amsterdam's famous 
flea market since 1886, a veritable smorgasbord 
of wares, with everything from antiques and food 
to clothes. Another unique shopping experience 
awaits at the Flower Market of Amsterdam, an 
amazing spectacle including every type of plant 
imaginable. 

WHERE TO EAT
Wilde Zwijnen (Wild Boar)
Don’t be deceived by its industrial and “shabby” 
interior, this popular culinary haunt in Oost has 
redefined Dutch cuisine with a modern twist. 
This joint is a trendy place for their simplicity and 
focus on delicious cuisine. Nothing overly fanciful. 
Just focus on the food. Select either three or four 
courses, order some wine, and let the kitchen work 
their magic with fresh, seasonal produce. Enjoy.

Address: Javaplein 23, 1095 CJ Amsterdam, Netherlands
Tel: +31 20 463 3043

Cannibale Royal
As its name will tell you, this is a meat-lover’s 
paradise. This brasserie is a mecca for all things 
chargrilled. Impeccable burgers with choices of 
lamb, beef and chicken stuffing will tantalize your 
taste buds and for additional flavours, pair with 
Dutch craft beer for an authentic Dutch meat fest.

Address: Handboogstraat 17a, 1012 XM Amsterdam, 
Netherlands
Tel: +31 20 233 7160
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THE CYCLING CULTURE 
IN AMSTERDAM

If you are into over-the-top ultra-luxury cars like the Lamborghini and 
you find the idea of speeding down the European streets in a Ferrari 
sexy, you are probably not from Amsterdam. In the Dutch capital city, 

the bike-centric culture is deeply ingrained into the Dutch psyche as 
the grown-up world of cars and trucks take a backseat to the simplest 
transportation you will ever find: The Bicycle.

The entire urban design of Amsterdam is perfect for bicycles and 
pedestrians. A massive network of cycling trails meanders through 
central Amsterdam and the city’s outlying neighbourhoods, making 
it exceptionally easy for cyclists to navigate and enjoy the refreshing 
and beautiful sights of Amsterdam’s natural spaces and stunning 
architecture. With more than hundreds of kilometres of bicycle paths 
embedded into the city’s transportation network and infrastructure, 
Amsterdam is a true cycling city where the enormous network of 
bicycle tracks and lanes is far more extensive and connected than the 
overall street network for cars and other vehicles.

The Role Model of Sustainable Transportation: 

Unlike Monaco where flashy cars are aplenty, the “Bike Capital of the World”, 
Amsterdam exudes a more down-to-earth vibe as the entire city has come to 
embody a unique and distinctive culture: Their love for bicycling. 



The speed limits within Amsterdam 
also ensures that the city remains 
bike-friendly and is safe for the millions 
of riders who cycle almost every day. 
To further reduce reliance on cars and 
cultivate the culture of bicycling, the 
government has mandated two speed 

zones for all streets in the city: 30 mph and 18 
mph zones. To complement these mandatory slow 
speed zones to make it conducive for bicycles, 
the design of the roads incorporates elements of 
traffic calming with endless textured pavement, 
speed bumps and tables, narrow streets, and 
raised intersections.

Cars are the ones that are compelled to slow 
down to give way to bikers who are guaranteed 
the right of the way and this just makes for a 
fantastic, smooth and uninterrupted cycling 
experience in Amsterdam, without hindrance from 
speeding vehicles or sudden bumps or changes 
in elevation. It is therefore, unsurprising, that the 
city has one of the lowest accident fatalities in the 
world.

However, a first-timer cyclist in Amsterdam who is 
embracing this world new form of transportation 
mode, needs to be aware that some cyclists 
might flout the rules by cycling through red lights 
or biking at night without lights so please do 
not imitate these deviant behaviours as police 
may book you for a cycling fine in Amsterdam. 
Additionally, it is not mandatory to wear helmets 
while cycling in Amsterdam, but we would advise 
you to always protect yourself while riding. Be 
sure to also avoid rush hours which are between 
8am to 9am and 5pm to 6pm so that you will 
not be sandwiched by thousands of bicycles at 
junctions. Lastly, be careful at tram rails and cross 
at angles of 90 degrees to avoid getting your tires 
stuck in the rails.

If you ever visit this beautiful city of Amsterdam, 
we invite you to go on a bike tour, embrace its 
bicycle culture and experience this living example 
of sustainable transportation. We guarantee you 
will love this amazing experience!

THE CYCLING              
                   CULTURE IN 

AMSTERDAM
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Identical twins Riet and Truus Spijkers have 
garnered international acclaim with their visually-
appealing high fashion label Spijkers en Spijkers. 

Having honed their designing skills at one of the 
most renowned and prestigious European fashion 
academy, ArtEZ (Arnhem College of Arts), the sisters 
decided to start their own label to design couture 
and ready-to-wear collections that are accessible to 
the modern-day female.

Since their launch in 2001, Truus and Riet Spijkers 
have captured the imagination of the female 
audience with their sophisticated yet functional 
designs which are visually attractive with their graphic 
detailing and unique colouring styles. With their 
avant-garde designs, Spijkers en Spijkers has also 
become a hit among females for their ability to bring 
out the best of femininity and her confidence.

The most distinctive feature of Spijkers en Spijkers 
is the dress which aims to challenge the values of 
women and free them from the societal stereotypes 
of femininity. Each dress is unique and the dresses 
of Spijkers en Spijkers are immediately recognizable 
and perfectly cut to the female figure of every size.

What is also interesting is their ability to weave 
timeless classics and fables of inspirational female 
figures into every collection that they have designed. 
Historical figures such as the legendary Persian queen 
of the Arabian Nights, Sherazade, have inspired their 
collection at the likes of London Fashion Week, where 
they have become regular features to showcase their 
collection. Coupled with influences from De Stijl, and 
Dutch masters such as Mondriaan and Rietveld, pioneers 
of Dutch Modernism tracing back to 
the 1920s, the twins have crafted their 
own unique design and tailoring style 
to capture the attention of the fashion 
world.

This distinctive feministic style has 
become a hit with many Dutch 
and international celebrities, and 
this is why one of their brand 
ambassadors is Queen Maxima who 
have endorsed her approval and 
support of the brand by donning the 
sisters’ feministic designs on many 
occasions and events.

With their Dutch feminist 
designs, Riet and Truus Spijkers 
are leading the emancipatory 
charge for females not just in the 
Netherlands, but also all around 
the world.

Spearheading the 
Feminist Movement

SPIJKERS EN 
SPIJKERS: 

Fancy Dress

Little Blouse Red Wave

Sylvania Blouse Star 
Stripe

Little Blouse Red Wave

Square Pocket Skirt
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Spearheading the 
Feminist Movement

Vertu Aster P Series: 
Personalized Luxury At Your Fingertips

Known for its meticulous craftsmanship, powerful 
performance and visually sophisticated design, this 

luxury phone is also your butler with a 24/7 concierge 
service which attends to your every personal whims 

and fancies. 

‘Ordine’ Cooking Hub: 
Perfect For Minimalist Living
Designed for decluttering your kitchen space, this 
cooking hub can be mounted on the wall to keep 
your counter surfaces tidy, with its natural wood 
and copper adding classy aesthetical touches to 
your kitchen interior. Microlyscs 'CrazyCap':

Clean Water Anytime, Anywhere
Say goodbye to contaminated beverages 

and water as the ‘CrazyCap’ sterilizes your 
water instantly and eliminates unwanted 

bacteria and mold to make your water 
perfectly safe for consumption.

Xiaomi Giiker Smart Cube i3S: 
The World’s First Smart Rubik Cube

Featuring Bluetooth sensors in to allow wireless tracking of 
the cube state as you turn it, this cube provides the most 
engaging interactive challenges and endless hours of fun 

as the companion app elevates your game to the next level.

GomiBall: 
The Most Interactive Smart Ball 

Toy For Pets
Even when you are not by its side, maintain 
constant interaction and play with your pet 

anytime, anywhere by controlling the ball 
from your smartphone with the world’s most 

interactive smart ball.

The Ineyes Pocket Vacuum: 
The Ultra-Portable Cleaner
Office executives, students and artists who like their work spaces 
clean will fall in love with this handy device which sucks up desktop 
debris and even pet hair in a heartbeat with minimal noise and fuss.

EUREKA



Jaap Stam. Ruud Gullit. Ronald Koeman. Frank 
Rijkaard. Frank De Boer. Dutch football has 
bestowed upon ‘the beautiful game’ some of 

the best defenders that the world has ever seen. 
Even as legends like Gullit and Koeman have long 
hung up their boots, Netherland’s penchant for 
producing talented defenders that can capture 
the imagination of fans worldwide continues to 
work its magic and its latest creation is Virgil van 
Dijk, who has become the world’s most expensive 
defender since joining Liverpool and is currently 
one of the hottest commodity in the English 
Premier League, having already scooped up the 
EPL Standard Chartered Player of the Month twice 
this season.

He does not possess the 
flamboyance of Frank Rijkaard 
nor the exciting offensive 
versatility of Ruud Gullit but 
the towering Virgil van Dijk 
has earned a reputation as 
a strong defender who wins 
90 percent of his headers 
and is renowned for his 
speed to drop back quickly 
to helm the defensive line. 
His commanding presence 
and confidence has also 
transformed the Liverpool 

backline into one of the best defensive lines 
this season as Liverpool emerges as one of 
the strongest contenders for the EPL title this 
season, having conceded even lesser goals 
than its top rival, Manchester City.

“You can see from his body language that 
to have that type of central defender in the 
team, that oozes confidence and control, 
it gives stability to the whole team,” said 
Tim Sparv, his former teammate from FC 
Groningen, who predicted that Virgil van Dijk 
would eventually rise to become the best 
defender in the world.

athlete
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VIRGIL VAN DIJK
Eyebrows were raised when Liverpool paid a whopping £75 million to lure him from 

Southampton in January 2018. Now, Virgil van Dijk is not only proving his worth but 

also well on his way to becoming a Football Legend.

THE DUTCH DEFENSIVE 
MAESTRO: 

However, despite the accolades, Virgil van Dijk is 
not resting on his laurels. To sharpen his game, 
offensive play is something that he has been 
actively working on in the training ground as he 
aims to increase his threat in opposition penalty 
boxes. The Dutch defensive leader admits he 
would like to inject more a more offensive flavour 
to his game, “To get two goals (against Watford) 
was great stuff. I have been working on it and it’s 
something I need to keep working on. It’s always 
good to have things to improve.”

Having now become the transfer target of 
footballing titans, FC Barcelona, Virgil van Djik is 
also not letting his newfound stardom get to his 
head. For now, he is wholly focused on helping 
Liverpool to championship glory, “I want to 
achieve amazing things here. We have a fantastic 
squad, we have everything, we have all the 
tools…..I was in the boardroom and met so many 
legends, great players who played for a beautiful 
club.When you play for this club, you'll always be 
welcome as you've been part of the family. It's 
one of the reasons I definitely wanted to play for 
the club.”

For now, Virgil van Dijk’s greatest wish is to be 
remembered as an Anfield Legend. If he leads 
Liverpool to clinch the EPL title and captains 
Netherlands to lift the European Championships, 
his wish might just come true.



“I work out at a CrossFit box. Am I training for 

CrossFit?”

It is very understandable that we confuse 

the sport of  CrossFit (competition training) 

with the methodology of  CrossFit (general 

physical preparedness). The CrossFit brand has 

been showing us the seemingly superhuman 

performance from the CrossFit Games athletes 

who are the 0.01% of  the population that goes 

to a CrossFit affiliate gym/box.

At a CrossFit affiliate box, when you join a 

group class, you are training GPP, you are 

challenging your body to be physically ready 

to perform random tasks in your daily life. 

The goal of  GPP training is to enable you to 

perform better outside the gym. The goal is for 

you to have energy to play with your kids and 

be more productive at work, or to have a clear 

and focused mind in stressful situations. 

By definition, General Physical Preparedness 

or GPP is a component of  training that 

is intended to provide balanced physical 

conditioning concerning the ten elements of  

fitness: strength, stamina, endurance, speed, 

power, balance, flexibility, accuracy, agility, and 

coordination. 

In a CrossFit group class, you are practicing 

movements, lifting weights, sweating and 

breathing hard. You train at a high intensity, 

NOT at maximal intensity. Some days, there 

are long conditioning aerobic workouts to 

help your mind and body recover from the 

intense training from the previous days. All this 

packaged into a one-hour group class. Hitting 

the gym three to four times per week is enough 

to see the benefits of  GPP training. 

CrossFit competition training, however, consists 

of  five training days per week. When the 

athletes are not training, they are focusing on 

their recovery. The biggest difference is that 

now you are training specifically to excel at a 

CrossFit competition which varies from two 

days to five days. The goal is to be competent 

at all the CrossFit movements, and for your 

body to recover faster between workouts in 

a competition. One training day consists of  

practicing Olympic lifts (Snatch, and Clean 

and Jerk), strength training, conditioning, and 

accessories to work on muscle imbalances and/

or to work on your weaknesses. 

“I workout at a CrossFit box, am I training for 

CrossFit?” 

Joining a group class is not the same as training 

for a specific sport. Therefore, the answer to 

the question is: No. 

If  you want to try the CrossFit competition 

training, here are the top three things to 

consider and understand before joining a 

competitor’s program: 

1. You will not be doing random high intensity 

workouts. You will probably be doing more 

of  aerobic and conditioning than you 

thought was necessary. 

2. Following a training blog is not the best 

way to train for a competition. If  you do, 

you might get a little better in the first few 

months due to the change of  training style. 

However, in order for you to have the best 

results possible, you need to hire a coach to 

design your training, and to help you reach 

your goals. 

3. Competing at a high level in CrossFit cannot 

be fast tracked to 6-12 months. Strength 

is gained over the years. And you need to 

allocate two to three hours per day, for three 

to five years. If  you have a friend who only 

trained for 6 months and is competing in 

CrossFit, what sports did he/she do prior to 

CrossFit? How long did he/she practice the 

sport? Was he/she always active and doing 

different sports when they were younger? 

The years of  practice, training, and disciple 

add up. It is not something that happens 

overnight. 

I hope this article helps you understand the 

difference between training for CrossFit 

competition and improving GPP. 

If  you are interested in having your 

individualized programing from your own 

coach, here are the leaders of  personalized 

programing in the sport of  CrossFit: 

• Big Dawgs by OPEX https://www.

thebigdawgs.com/remote-coaching

• Training Think Tank https://www.

trainingthinktank.com/personal-coaching-1

• CrossFit Invictus https://www.

crossfitinvictus.com/fitness/sp/

invictusathlete.html

• Brute Strength https://www.

brutestrengthtraining.com/programs/one-

on-one/
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-Coach Stephanie Ramos is a professional fitness coach 

and mobility expert. She helps her clients learn how to 

overcome their body’s weaknesses and inflexibility in 

order to help them live powerful, functional, and pain-

free lives.

WeChat: stechangramos

Instagram @schangramos

E-mail: stechangramos@yahoo.com

General Physical Preparedness versus 

CrossFit Competition Training 
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IN THE NETHERLANDS

Y ou normally hear food connoisseurs raving 
about the Italians, French or Spanish when 
it comes to restaurants and but what about 
Dutch cuisine and restaurants? As we found 

out recently, the Netherlands has its fair share of 
fantastic restaurants too. Don’t miss them when 
you visit the Netherlands!

De Librije
This is one of the best 
restaurants in the 
Netherlands and also in 
the world! It is little wonder 
this ambassador of Dutch 
cuisine has been awarded 
one or more Michelin 
stars since 1993 and has 
consistently notched 
awards and reviews from 
food lovers worldwide. 
Located in an 18th-century 
prison, you would be 
pleasantly surprised by 
the impressive menu at this influential Dutch 
restaurant which is tailored to suit individual 
diners’ specific tastes. Brought to you by Jonnie 
and Thérèse Boer who have passionately shaped 
modern Dutch cuisine over a 20-year career, 
combining fabulous local food with cutting-edge 
techniques and idiosyncratic ideas, the dry-aged 
beef, smoked eel and foie gras here are simply 
off-the-charts.

Address: Spinhuisplein 1, 8011 ZZ Zwolle
Tel: +31 0 38 421 2083

Embark on the Ultimate 

Restaurant ML 
Restaurant ML is located in the 
heart of the charming national 
monument at Klokhuisplein. 
Amidst the elegant 

ambience, guests can expect to be delighted 
and entertained by the passionate chefs who 
display their culinary skills in the open-kitchen 
concept. The restaurant has been awarded one 
Michelin star annually since 2011 and the culinary 
sensations by Mark Gratama and Kevin Kion are 
reinterpreted with a creative and modern twist 
to propel the guests’ gastronomy enjoyment to 
greater heights.

Address: Klokhuisplein 9, 2011 CK Haarlem, Netherlands
Tel: +31 23 512 3910

Fred
Having notched two stars from the Michelin Guide 
since 2014, renowned Head Chef Fred Mustert’s 
famous eatery opened its doors in 2008 and has 
been whipping up delectable French cuisine ever 
since. Besides its à la carte menu, a 3-course set 
lunch menu and a longer 7-course option, the 

restaurant has garnered great reviews 
for its cheese varieties. This fine-dining 
restaurant focuses on creating 
delicious dishes without frills. 
Here, it’s all about enjoying 
the taste and savoring the 
dishes. Bon Appetit.

Address: Honingerdijk 263, 3063 
AM Rotterdam, Netherlands
Tel: +31 10 212 0110

Old Dutch
Just like its namesake, this classic Dutch joint 
serves up classic Dutch delights to tantalize your 
taste buds and give you an authentic taste of 
the Netherlands. Classic Dutch recipes such as 
Bitterballen, Croquette and Erwtensoep are given 
a creative and modern twist and the ambience 
is refined, owing to servers bringing you food in 
bowties and suits. Not to mention this restaurant’s 
classic wine bar has one of the most impressive 
wine lists in Europe to let you experiment with 
wine pairing. Fantastic Dutch experience!

Address: Rochussenstraat 20, 3015 EK Rotterdam, 
Netherlands
Tel: +31 10 436 0344

Château Neercanne
Fantastic ambience with supreme gastronomy 
describe the superlative Château Neercanne, 
situated within the only terraced castle of the 
Benelux. As you sit and enjoy your classical dishes 
with a modern twist, you gaze out at the charming 
baroque gardens and the panoramic valleys, as 
you indulge in wine-pairing from the chateau’s 
wine cellars to remind yourself how beautiful life 
is!

Address: Cannerweg 800, 6213 ND Maastricht, Netherlands
Tel: +31 43 325 1359

Culinary Journey 
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MUST-TRY DUTCH CUISINE
The Netherlands is renowned for its beers but the Dutch is also renowned for its cuisine and you cannot claim to have experienced the best of 
the Netherlands until you have tried their delectable Dutch delights.

The Authentic Taste of Netherlands: 

HollandseNieuwe Haring
A traditional Dutch mainstay, this dish of raw 
herring fish is usually served with chopped 
onions and eaten with bread. Fish lovers 
will love this dish but note that the herring 
can only be called ‘HollandseNieuwe’ if the 
fish is caught between May and July. The 
traditional Dutch preparation is to clean the 
herring, remove it head and then conserve it in 
a special way (with salt). When in Amsterdam, just 
ask for a “broodje haring” and get a taste of this fishy 
goodness in a sandwich for an afternoon snack delight.

Bitterballen
‘Bitterballen’ are the Dutch’sfavourite snack 

and can be ordered in almost every café and 
bar, because of its tasty pairing with beer.
These savourymeatballs are deeplfried 
and traditionally served with mustard. The 
‘bitterbal’ has a crunchy breadcrumb coating 
with soft filling on the inside. Filled with a 
mixture of beef, beef broth, butter, flour for 

thickening and spices, this is a delicious pub 
snack that oozes with hot delicious filling that will 

tantalize your taste buds to no end.

Drop
Liquorice eating in Holland is something 
of a national pastime - in fact the country 
boasts the highest per-capita consumption 
of the sweet in the whole world.You can 
find several varieties of drop in nearly 
every shop from Albert Heijn to Hema, as 
well as the ubiquitous Jamin candy shop but 
in the Netherlands, their liquorice is more salty 
and black. Expect a uniquely different taste and 
flavour.

Rookworst
‘Rookworst’ is simply Dutch smoked sausage. It is 

most often eaten with ‘stamppot’ and mostly comes 
with ‘erwtensoep’. Its taste is comparable to a 
hotdog but ‘rookworst’ is bigger and the skin is a 
bit crispier.Rookworst is widely available in many 
supermarkets as it is very common in Dutch cuisine. 

Be sure to try it!

Stamppot
If you are feeling cold and clammy on 
wintry evenings, this is the ultimate 
Dutch comfort food. This dish literally 
means “mash pot”. Its name is derived 
from the potatoes mashed with other 

vegetables - traditional stamppot includes 
various combinations of sauerkraut, carrot, 

onion or kale - and is usually served with a 
big juicy sausage.

Stroopwafel
The ‘stroopwafel’ is undoubtedly the 
most famous and popular pastry from the 
Netherlands. It is a waffle made from baked 
batter and sliced horizontally. The two thin 
layers of the waffle are filled with special sweet 
and sticky syrup (the ‘stroop’) in between. The stiff 
batter for the waffles is made from butter, flour, yeast, 
milk, brown sugar and eggs. Yummy.

Kaas
Say Cheese because you are going to get a lot 

of it in the Netherlands. There is no way you 
are going to depart the country without 
having a go at some Gouda, Geitenkaas 
or Maasdammer. Pair with coffee, wine 
or beer but don’t forget to stop by the 
Cheese Museum in Amsterdam for a slice 

of cheese heaven. Smakelijk!

Erwtensoep / snert
If you are a person who like soup, you have to try 

the Dutch version of pea soup which is a delicious 
combination of thick green stew of split peas, pork, 
celery, onions and leeks. Traditionally eaten during 
winter, the Dutch reckon that fantastic ‘erwtensoep’ 
should be so thick that your spoon should stay 

vertically in it. That is why ‘erwtensoep’ is often eaten 
the next day when the flavours are better mixed and 

the soup is thicker.
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Minamikaze Pancake House |
No. 22 Tianhe East Road, Xin Cheng North Street Unit 101 (inside Qiao Yi Yuan residential estate)
020-8928 6659

Minamikaza livens up the old residential estate where it is located. Its 
sapphire façade and wooden windows stand out in the concrete 
of grey and make a great postcard. It’s no wonder guests stream 

leisurely in as their day comes to a close.

Japanese-inspired, many dishes on its menu will probably make Japanese 
visitors a little less home-sick. For those who are famished, we suggest the 
Japanese curry and cheese atop rice which is rich and creamy or a choice of 
four different types of beef on a sizzling hot plate. For a light lunch, try one of 
their salads which come with crispy prawn tempura, seasoned potato or roast 
beef. The medium rare roast beef salad is impressive - the beef slices are fresh, 
tender and juicy while the savoury sweet sauce of yuzu sesame with a hint of 
apple immediately awaken the senses. We highly recommend Minamikaze for 
a getaway brunch or lunch away from the busy Tianhe district.

True to its name, Minamikaze offers amazing pancakes. Its souffle pancakes 
are made fresh with every order. You’ll have choice of chocolate banana, apple 
caramel, mango, blueberry or coconut cream. We like how the pancakes aren’t 
too sweet. The apple caramel version offers sweet-sour apple sprinkled with 
cinnamon, which compliments the fluffy dough that also soaks up the cold 

ice cream and sweet caramel. Every mouthful is 
a delight, and despite the healthy serving that 
can probably feed two, one will have no trouble 
gobbling down a single serving!

Minamikaza is a great enclave to while away an 
afternoon munching on pancakes and humming 
along with the music videos on its screen. Be 
sure to pull along a couple of sweet-tooth 
addicts to share all that sugar!

A LAZY PANCAKE 
AfternoonMINAMIKAZE PANCAKE HOUSE



This is the place where dates would never go 
wrong. Step into the restaurant and you are 
instantaneously greeted with warmth; every 

seat seems to bathe in autumn light; a sensual 
French singer croons in the background. The 
casual sketches on the walls give the otherwise 
grandiose French fusion fine-dining restaurant, a 
touch of playfulness to make one feel both at ease 
and awe-struck. 

Chef House has an impressive repertoire of 
appetizers. The Iced Conch with Sake is not 
particularly French, but the light, fresh taste of the 

sea would make anyone go ‘mm mm’. 
And as most regulars would tell 

you - the seafood here won’t 
go wrong, so go ahead 

and try the scallop, red 
clam, abalone or one of 
the chef’s secret fresh 
seafood of the day. We 
also loved the black 
truffle mushroom soup 
which is oh-so-creamy, 
done the Parisian way.       

Choosing your main course is simply delightful. 
For seafood lovers, the choice between slow-
cooked fish in tasty jus and grilled crustaceans 
with herbs (be it tiger prawn or lobster) is a tough 
one. For carnivores, we highly recommend beef. In 
particular, the chef does justice to the good slab of 
meat with his Charcoal Fire 5A Wagyu Beef Rib Eye 
with French Sea Salt, which feels like sweet velvet 
melting with the heat of the tongue. The chef also 
offers interesting rendition of steak with its juicy 
Wagyu Beef Belly and Roasted Wagyu beef short 
ribs with Korean BBQ jus. Craving a second main 
course is not unusual here. After all, who can resist 
a good seafood pasta of razor clams or creamy 
black truffle, Puccini wild rice risotto? Of course, 
don’t forget to pair your romantic dinner with a 
bottle. The restaurant already short-listed a couple 
of complimentary wines, so you won’t go very 
wrong.

We filled our tummies with delightful dishes. So 
we’re quite sure that your great evening starts right 
here at Chef House!    

POSSIBLY THE BEST        
            FRENCH FUSION 

RESTAURANT IN TOWN

Chef House | No. 190 Yihai Road, Jin Lin Tai 1st floor | 020-3432 8441
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Recipe
1. Cut the cod fillet into small cubes.
2. Clean and chop the onions. 
3. Peel and cut the tomato into small cubes. 
4. Clean and cut the red pepper into cubes. 
5. Add butter in a sauce pan. Cook for a 

few minutes and add the onion. 
6. Add the red pepper cubes.
7. Add the rice, the thyme and the bay 

leaves. Cook for a few minutes.  
8. Add water and fish stock. Then, boil and 

add the cod cubes.
9. Add salt/pepper and cook for 15 mins. 
10. Add the tomato cubes into the mix. 
11. Taste the rice and add more salt/pepper 

if necessary.  
12. Mix 3 or 4 different herbs together with 

olive oil, salt and pepper. 

After subsequent stints with Sofitel in Dongguan and Xiamen, Gregory finally 
decided to embark on his own entrepreneurial venture and start his own restaurant 
in Xiamen to promote creative and authentic French cuisines. Contact Gregory at: Fuel 
by Greg Louraichi | Level 5, Party Pier Sector B (Take lift next to 7-11 convenience 
store), No. 118, Yue Jiang Xi Road | Tel:  020-80922169 | Greg's Restaurant | 1c, 
No.10 Hubin Bei Road, Xingang Square Xiamen, Fujian, P.R. China | TEL: (+86)592-
5316600| Shenglixi Rd & Xiyangping Rd intersection, Zhangzhou, P.R. China | TEL: 
(+86)896 - 2308555

KABELJAUWSCHOTEL 
GREG'S WAY
RECIPE: 2 PERSON

INGREDIENTS

Cod GR 150
Onions GR 80
Red Pepper GR 70
Tomato GR 280
Rice GR 160
Fish Stock GR 170
Water GR 120
Thyme GR 1
Butter GR 20
Bay Leaves PCS 1
Salt/Pepper / /

DECORATION

Ink Tuile
Mixed Herbs

PRESENTATION
• Put the rice and the mix on the 

plate. 
• Add the cod cubes around the plate. 
• Put the mixed herbs in the middle. 
• Add some pieces of ink tuile.

1

3

5

7

9

2

4

6

8

10

We took a short flight to Dali, 
Yunnan Province, over 6500 
feet above sea level to soak in 

the thriving local music scene and a day 
tour of the ancient city.

The beauty of Dali lies in its confluence 
of modernity and its 3000-year-old 
history, which manifests in Dali Old 
Town. Old town is a preserved stretch 
dating back to the Ming Dynasty and 
intricately weaves tourist offerings with 
local lifestyle. Buildings here are modelled after traditional architecture and 
its street layout remains unchanged since 1300s. High-school students still 
stream out from a preserved ancient cottage, while the craftsmanship of its 
people is still reflected in their marble carvings, textile dying and embroidery. 

What’s a city without its cuisine! Dali cuisine tend to have stronger flavours. 
The three highly recommended ingredients would be their cured hams (based 
on traditional methods handed down for generations), as well as locally 
produced wild mushrooms and dairy products. 

A famous eatery in Old Town is Duan Gong Zi which serves dishes inspired 
by a famous Chinese martial arts novel – the stir-fried Matsutake mushroom 
with cured ham is simply fragrant, peppered wild yak meat is tasty and 
textured, and of course don’t forget a bottle of their locally-brewed floral 
wines made from peach blossom, rose and other petals. If you prefer 
barbeque, try Shuang Lang BBQ which is a local place with a friendly boss. 
She recommended their homemade tofu pieces and marinated beef ribs. 
Throw in some pork belly, mid-wings, chives, mushrooms and local Dali beer 
to complete your meal.               

The best of Old Town comes alive after six when the pubs start to open 
and music starts to drift. Stroll down the cobbled streets (and try some 
street delights like rose petal pastry and yogurt) until you hear a voice that 
captivates you. We loved Da Bin’s Little House where you can pick up a can 
of beer and sit in from 3 p.m. to 3 a.m. with vagrant musicians. Ironically, 

this hole-in-the wall style created a 
great ambience as strangers gather 
around the artists on a cool spring 
night. Accompanied with only a 
guitar and Yunnan hand drum, 
the musicians shared their own 
compositions, inspirations, stories 
and interacted openly with the 
audience. Just the perfect way to 
end a beautiful trip!

EAT, DRINK, 
SING IN DALI

Duan Gong Zi: 
Foreigner Street Fu Xing Road, near Cang Mountain South Entrance / Tel: 182 8724 6726
Shuang Lang BBQ: 
No. 90 Ye Yu Road (350m from Dali Zhiyan Dream Grand Theatre) / Tel: 139 8853 5216
Da Bin’s Small House: No. 235 Ren Ming Road 
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Celebrating 

Mention Dutch beer and most people 
will instantly think of the internationally-
renowned Heineken. However, in the 
Netherlands, there is definitely more 

to beer and breweries than just Heineken. As the 
annual Koningsdag or King’s Day celebrations draw 
near, what better way to indulge in the festivities 
than to raise a toast to His Majesty on 27 April and 
have a sip of the best and tastiest Dutch beers that 
Netherlands has to offer. Here are some of 
the beers that you can indulge in:

Pale Lager
This is the undisputedly the most 
commonly drunk beer in the Netherlands 
and also one of the country’s largest 
exports to the rest of the world. This 
popular beer can easily be paired with a 
wide variety of food which is why it has 
become a mainstay in the Netherlands. 
When drinking Dutch pale lager, you simply 
cannot go wrong with household brands 
such as Heineken, Amstel and Grolsch.

Dubbel
Of late, the Dubbel has become popular in the 
Netherlands. Rich in flavour and malty, this beer 
has a complex taste. The La Trappe monastery 
has employed traditional brewing recipes and 
methods, to cement its status as the most 
renowned producer of Dubbel and if you can get 
hold of La Trappe’s dark drown and caramel-sweet 
beer, you are guaranteed to enter beer heaven.

Herfstbok
“Herfst” means autumn in Dutch and “bok” 
is a type of beer that can trace its origins to 
Germany. True to its name, this beer can only 
be ordered during European autumns (October 
to February) after the season of malt harvest so 
if you are in the Netherlands during this season, 
you need to give this beer a go. With a warm 
ruby appearance and a sweet caramel taste, this 
rich-flavoured beer also contains higher alcoholic 
content, thus making it ideal to warm you up 
during cold autumn and winter nights.

Witbier
In contrast to Herfstbok, the Dutch enjoy this 
refreshing beer during the hot summer. Lower 
in alcoholic content, this beer is slightly fruiter. 
Although this beer is very similar to the German 
Weizenbier, where wheat malt and barley are the 
main ingredients, the Dutch variant might often 
contain oats or other ingredients to render it a 
different taste. Nevertheless, add a lemon and 
you can instantly feel its sweet refreshing taste.

Lentebock
Typically consumed during springtime, the beer 
has a light and fruity flavour that is perfect for 
quenching your thirst during the weather of 
the spring season. With its blend of citrus and 
malty taste, the beer is also very aromatic and 
refreshing. To add some variation to its flavour, try 
a little creativity by adding lemon or mild spices. 
Proost!

King’s Day withDelicious Dutch Beers



Roy Moorfield is a wine 
consultant based in 

Melbourne. He has been 
a global wine industry 

authority and identity for 
42 years. Roy's influence on 

the Australian and Hong 
Kong wine business cannot 

be underestimated. For many 
years, he has been a wine 
advisor to Cathay Pacific 

Airways.

Contributed by Roy Moorfield

The 2018 Bordeaux wines are being tasted this month, 
so that wine critics can evaluate the vintage. If you are a 
devotee of fine Bordeaux, you should pause between 
sips and raise a toast to Dutch engineers. This is because 
if it wasn’t for them, many of the greatest wines in the 
world might not exist. 

In these days of comparing old and new world regional 
wines, the Medoc is relatively a new region in the old 
world. In the seventeen century, Dutch traders brought 
experts from their homelands who were experienced in 
water drainage to France. They set about managing the 
land and water of the Medoc, exposing 
well-drained areas made up of former 
river bed soils.  These soils, with their mix 
of loam and fine pebbles, proved ideal 
for growing Cabernet Sauvignon and its 
partners, Merlot and Cabernet Franc.  

THE MEDOC UNPLUGGED 

With the Gironde River now tamed, a thriving trade 
developed. Many Dutch ships carrying barrels of wine 
(called Claret at the time) sailed for the Netherlands and 
Britain. In 1855, the wines were classified according to 
their market price.That classification survives today with 
hardly any changes. 

There are many places where you can see evidence 
of this work. It still protects the land from being 
overwhelmed by the river. One channel can be easily 
found; it runs towards the river alongside Chateau 
Branaire Ducru and Chateau Beychevelle. It is possible to 
walk the trail and observe the changes in the composition 
of the soil. 

So, let us toast these engineers with great wine from one 
of these two excellent chateaux!  They both have been 
drinking wonderfully in recent years.

PAPER
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Since its opening in 1896, De L’ Europe has become an 
iconic Dutch landmark in its own right in the heart of 
Amsterdam. Overlooking the panoramic Amstel River 
and within walking distance of the sophisticated Museum 

Quarter, De L’Europe’s rich historical and cultural heritage has 
created a strong emotional resonance with Amsterdam’s elites 
and celebrities who have regarded this epitome of Dutch 
hospitality mecca as their undisputed choice for Netherland’s 
most prestigious events.

DE L’ EUROPE AMSTERDAM
CRAFTING EXCEPTIONAL EVENTS
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For the most extraordinary events and authentic experiences 
in the Dutch capital, this luxury hotel will absolutely blow your 
mind away.

To experience the most prestigious and extraordinary luxury meetings, 
please contact:
De L’Europe Amsterdam, The Leading Hotels of the World
NieuweDoelenstraat 2-14
Amsterdam 1012 CP
+31 20 531 1777
hotel@deleurope.com

What will capture your imagination is the rich historical and cultural influences that pervade the entire 
hotel, starting from the Amstelkamer and the adjoining Prinsenkamer, which not only come to life 
with the warm rays from the natural daylight but also offer stunning views of the iconic Amstel River or 
Amsterdam’s historic centre. Even as you mingle around in the midst of your event, you will undoubtedly 
immerse in a dose of Dutch cultural heritage and soak in this authentic Dutch experience by admiring 
exquisite replicas from Dutch Masters including Rembrandt van Rijn and Frans Hals decorating the 
walls of the contemporary Dutch Masters Wing, named after the renowned artists of the Dutch Golden 
Age of painting, and offering 7 exceptionally beautiful and customizable venues to cater to your event 
requirements.

For discreet and private events that are highly exclusive, we highly recommend the Johannes van 
Damkamer where you can entertain your guests in luxurious style. Surrounded by an exclusive collection 
of books sponsored by Heineken, the Dutch brewer that put Dutch beer and alcohol on the world 
map, you immerse in the world’s most exclusive dining experience, the Bord’Eau Event, inspired by 
hotel’s Michelin-starred Bord’Eau Restaurant Gastronomique. As you socialize and entertain your VIPs, 
Executive Chef Bas van Kranen will present a customized 4, 5 or 6 course menu for an extraordinary 
culinary experience of a lifetime.

If you wish to inject more excitement for your guests and event attendees, go for the 
out-of-this-world experience onboard The Dyos, the hotel’s own fully restored 1928 
tugboat, where decadent dishes from the property’s Michelin-starred restaurant, 
Bord’Eau, punctuate a blissful three-hour sail.The Dyos’s sophisticated lunch and 
dinner menu, an artistic array of French-inspired, vegetable-forward cuisine will 
create memorable dining for your guests and attendees as their sense of sight at the 
panoramic scenery and their senses of smell and taste will be elevated to the highest 
level.

For a more cozy and intimate business event that encourages participants to mingle 
around, we highly recommend the PAND10 for its casual and flexible space which can 
be customized for events of any nature. Designed as a creative hotspot, PAND10 can 
be used as a breakout room or as a branded hub. As your guests mingle around with 
their cocktails, they can have a unique experience at the original bar that once stood 
in Freddy’s original bar where Alfred “Freddy” Heineken met his most important 
business relations. 

Whether you need a full day or a half day meeting, or an unparalleled 
social or business event, the highly professional and meticulous 
events team at De L’Europe Amsterdam will leave no stone unturned 
to give you and your guests the most memorable experiences that 
will last for a lifetime. For the best experience of luxurious interiors, 
breathtaking views and old-world Dutch charm, the De L’Europe 
Amsterdam is your ultimate destination.



Located in the pristine neighbourhood of the 
chic Museum Quarter, Amsterdam’s most 
stunning location, luxury lifestyle has been 
elevated to a whole new level as made-to-

measure luxury apartments are been designed 
and constructed for people who demand the 
highest and finest in lifestyle standards and 
who places a high premium on luxury. In this 
cultural heart of Amsterdam, the Rijksmuseum, 
Stedelijk Museum, van Gogh Museum and 
Concertgebouw set the tone for the quality of the 
surroundings even as De Hooch is set to blend 
in beautifully with the surrounding 19th-century 
architecture while adding its contemporary flavour 
with its modernist architectural design and its 
sophisticated apartments.

To give you a taste of superlative metropolitan 
luxury, MVSA Architects has designed 28 
sophisticated high-end homes to cater to those 
who yearns for high-quality lifestyle. Every home 
will be different as each owner will be paired 
with a prominent interior design to craft their 
apartments and rooms according to their fancies 
and preferences, with their own unique signature 
styles and touches.
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The Epitome of Luxury 
at the Cultural Heart of Netherlands

DE HOOCH AMSTERDAM

To indulge in the ultimate lifestyle of refinement, 
elegance and luxury in the capital city of the 
Netherlands, please contact:
Marianne Joanknecht
Sotheby’s International Realty 
+31 (0)20 20 80 020
Joanknecht@sothebysreality.nl

The aesthetics of the apartment is complemented 
by its comfortable and highly advanced 
technological functionality. A high-end touch-
display home automation system enables use 
of the video intercom and allows the owner to 
control his home’s lighting, heating and cooling 
with great ease. This system also allows easy 
maneuver of sun blinds, audio-visual systems 
and more, making life a breeze in this lifestyle 
paradise.

When you need a breath of fresh air, De Hooch 
is surrounded by the finest and most beautiful 
things that Amsterdam has to offer. Indulge 
in arts, gastronomy, fashion and culture as the 
neighbourhood connects seamlessly with the 
most luxurious shopping district of Amsterdam 
which extends from the PC Hooftstraat, with 
numerous high-end fashion houses like Burberry, 
Chanel, Louis Vuitton and Hermès to high-end 
restaurants to tantalize your taste buds.

Most importantly, living in De Hooch is all about 
carving your own space within a pleasantly 
hectic corner of the city: space for liveliness, 
for socializing, for relaxation, and for rest.The 
spaciousness of the building invites prospective 
residents to live on a grand scale with the smallest 
apartment being a generous 170m2 and the 
largest nearly 300m2, offering every opportunity 
for creating large living spaces with multiple 
bathrooms or kitchens, a sauna or a private gym.

Modern architecture and unrivalled 
luxury combine seamleåssly to afford 
its residents the most exclusive 
lifestyle in the Dutch capital.

However, even as the lucky owners get to craft 
and shape their homes to reflect their desire 
lifestyle, all of them can be guaranteed of the 
floor-to-ceiling glass walls and doors which allow 
the apartments to bathe in a sea of natural light. 
The abundance of surrounding glass creates an 
unprecedented spatial effect and organically 
integrates the outdoor greenery into the interior. 
Even as you survey the surrounding buildings from 
your apartment, you get a crystal-clear view of 
the beautiful architectures of Amsterdam’s most 
cultural and prestigious district, a wonderful sight 
to behold.
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Fostering Sino-Dutch Relations in South China

MS. MARJO CROMPVOETS
Consul-General of the Kingdom of the Netherlands 
in Guangzhou



Having graduated with a postgraduate degree in Chinese Culture and Languages from Leiden University and a postgraduate degree 
in International Relations from Groningen University, Ms. Marjo Crompvoets is an experienced diplomat with a distinguished career 
spanning several countries. She served at several embassies in Africa and Asia, mainly dealing with the promotion of Dutch trade and 
handling of bilateral relations. In her current appointment as HoM Consul General in Guangzhou, she is leading the Dutch government’s 
engagement in the provinces of Guangdong, Fujian, Guangxi and Hainan.

What are some things that China and the 
Netherlands can do to improve economic, 
cultural and social exchanges that are 
mutually beneficial? 
Sino-Dutch relations were established centuries 
ago and have deepened ever since. Trade 
has always been central to the relationship. 
Not only is China currently the second largest 
trade partner of the Netherlands outside of 
the European Union, the Netherlands is also 
China’s second largest trading partner in the 
European Union. The Netherlands has much to 
offer to Chinese businesses, from its expertise 
in top sectors like agriculture and logistics, to 
its inviting climate for foreign direct investment 
and position as ‘gateway to Europe’. As such, 
the countries have a mutual stake in a reciprocal 
relationship, a ‘win-win’ relationship as the 
Chinese like to say.

Continued engagement with China at all levels 
is the foundation of this beneficial relationship. 
Through engagement, the Netherlands can 
push for a pragmatic and open playing field 
for both parties, which is necessary for a stable 
future relationship.The Consulate General 
in Guangzhou plays a crucial role to actively 
promoting Dutch business interests in China 
and facilitating social and cultural exchanges. 
The Consulate hosts Dutch delegations to South 
China, linking them with possible partners to 
help supply match demand. The European Jazz 
Festival in March, where European jazz artists 
get the chance to display their talent in venues 
around Guangdong, is another illustration of the 
Consulate’s facilitation of meaningful exchanges 
between China and the Netherlands.

Having been in Guangzhou for a while now, 
what are your views on South China and its 
future development?
I visited Guangzhou for the first time when I 
was still a student and the White Swan Hotel 
was the biggest building in the city. Since then, 
the layout of the Greater Pearl River Delta had 
drastically changed. Construction is ever-present 
in South China, representing the constant 
evolution of the region that has been the engine 
of economic growth in China for decades. 

The Pearl River Delta has become the world’s 
largest urban area, as well as the world capital 
of manufacturing. South China’s economy is 
also slowly moving up the value chain to high-
tech and service sectors. With an initiative like 
the Hong Kong - Guangdong - Macau Greater 
Bay Area, South China is key to the country’s 
continuing modernization. To develop to its full 
potential, the Chinese market should ensure 
fairer competition for foreign businesses and 
continue to open up to free trade.

What advice would you have for Chinese 
businesses interested in investing in the 
Netherlands and also, Dutch businesses 
interested in investing in China?
I would advise Chinese businesses interested 
in investing in the Netherlands to contact the 
Netherlands Foreign Investment Agency (NFIA) 
for personalized guidance and counsel on taxes, 
government and permit procedures, location 
options and business solutions. The NFIA is 
an operational unit of the Dutch Ministry of 
Economic Affairs and Climate Policy and is part 
of a collaborative network named ‘Invest in 
Holland’. Together with 12 investment partners, 
the NFIA rolls out the orange carpet to help 
companies locate pan-European operations in 
the Netherlands.

The Netherlands offers an outstanding 
investment climate. It is located in the centre 
of thethree largest European economies 
of Germany, the UK and France, and offers 
excellent accessibility to the rest of Europe. Add 
to that its supportive corporate tax structure, 
highly educated, multilingual workforce, and 
superior logistics and technology infrastructure 
and it is no wonder that so many multinational 
businesses - from small and mid-sized to Fortune 
500 leaders - have chosen the Netherlands as 
their gateway to Europe. 

Chinese companies have established around 
700 operations in the Netherlands and created 
over 15,000 jobs, including companies from 
Guangdong such as Huawei, ZTE, DJI, China 
Southern Airlines, and BYD. The NFIA helped 
many of these companies to make the most of 
their investment in the Netherlands.  

As for Dutch businesses interested in investing 
in China, competition is fierce, and Dutch 
businesses will only be able to enjoy the 
vast potential of the Chinese market if they 
first develop a long-term business plan that 
recognizes that the economic environment in 
China is significantly different from Europe. I 
would recommend Dutch businesses to contact 
the economic network of consulates, embassies, 
and Netherlands Business Support Offices 
(NBSO) for support.

What are some interesting aspects of Dutch 
culture that differ from Chinese culture? 
The Dutch are infamous for their directness 
and individualism, which maybe at odds with 
Chinese culture. From an early age, Dutch 
children are encouraged to form and vocalize 
their personal opinions even if they clash with 
the authoritative figures in school, at home, or 
in public space. Dutch parents will typically also 
allow their children more freedom, believing 

that children should explore their interests and 
talents on their own to become successful in 
life. This leads to a more individualistic society. 
Dutch society is also less hierarchical. I myself 
like to create an informal atmosphere at the 
Consulate, where my employees feel at ease 
to be themselves and express their opinions 
freely. Finally, while a famous Dutch saying is 
‘Act normal, that’s already crazy enough’, an 
important part of Dutch culture is pulling out all 
the stops when celebrating King’s Day in April 
with silly orange costumes, parties, and games. 
It’s a great event to take part in!

If you have to recommend some nice places 
of interests and food in Guangzhou to Dutch 
tourists, what would they be?
Behind Guangzhou’s modern façade of 
skyscrapers and urban development lies an 
incredibly green city that has not lost its local 
charm. As the ‘City of Flowers’, Guangzhou 
has beautiful parks, in which the residential 
community meets every weekend to socialize. 

I also enjoy strolling on the promenades along 
the Pearl River to soak up the local culture. 
As for Cantonese cuisine, tourists should not 
miss out on Sunday morning breakfast at an 
authentic Cantonese dim sum restaurant. The 
more adventurous tourists can try out chicken 
feet or century egg, which are hardly eaten in 
the Netherlands. 

What kind of advice would you give to a 
Chinese tourist who would like to visit the 
Netherlands for the first time? 
For Chinese tourists travelling to the 
Netherlands, even more important than bringing 
an umbrella for the unpredictable Dutch weather, 
is the Schengen visa. Chinese tourists cannot 
enter the Netherlands without a Schengen visa, 
which they can request at the Dutch embassy 
and consulates in China.I recommend tourists 
to explore the Netherlands beyond Amsterdam. 
For example, Rotterdam, with its modern skyline 
and architecture, is fascinating to visit, and the 
small city of Leiden is rich with Dutch history. 

The quaint province of Zeeland is famous for its 
deliciously fresh seafood.Its mussels are said to 
be the best in all of the Netherlands. I myself 
come from the south of the Netherlands, where 
the city of Maastricht is famous for its beautiful 
Selexyz Dominicanen Bookshop - an old church 
that was converted into a modern bookshop, as 
well as its endless terraces where locals enjoy a 
drink outside even in the winter. 
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Destination
Beijing

BEIJING
Besides being Amsterdam’s sister 

city, the capital city is also the 
political centre of the People’s 

Republic of China. However, Beijing 
has much more to offer than just 

political influence as we bring you 
on a cultural immersion of this 

historic city.

Scale the Great Wall of China
No trip to Beijing or even China is complete if 
you haven’t completed your pilgrimage to this 
monument that is one of the greatest wonders 
of the world and listed as a World Heritage by 
UNESCO in 1987. Even though sections of the 
wall are now inaccessible, you will simple marvel 
at the splendour and architectural grandeur of 
this superb feat by mankind and you bask in its 
historical and cultural significance as you try to 
cover as much distance as you can.

Select the part of the wall which best suits 
you. Active, confident hikers should venture 
to Jinshanling, while families may want to stick 
with the more accessible Mutianyu section. 
Alternatively, you may also opt for the ever-
popular and most complete section, Badaling. If 
you visit in May, you are in luck as the weather is 
not too cold and you can spend a good two to 
three hours exploring this gigantic wall or taking 
photos.

Feel the dynastic grandeur of ancient China at 
the Forbidden City

The Forbidden City is the palatial 
heart of China. Constructed in 
1420, during the early Ming 
Dynasty, it is China's best-preserved 
imperial palace, and the largest 
ancient palatial structure in the 
world. As one of the five most 
important palaces in the world, 
the grand halls and walls proudly 
display the essence and culmination 
of traditional Chinese architecture. 
From Qing dynasty cultural relics 

to meeting halls of the Empress Dowager to 
beautifully reconstructed décor and architecture, 
the Forbidden City has become a symbol of 
pride and cultural heritage of the Chinese.

With dragon thrones, imperial halls, palatial 
courtyards and diplomatic halls, this is the 
ultimate paradise for history and culture buffs to 
see imperial Chinese history and culture come 
alive. Expect to spend half a day to one whole 
day here.

Tour the Summer Palace and enjoy the 
panoramic scenery
As far back as the Jin dynasty (1115-1234), the 
site of Beijing’s Summer Palace was used as a 
spot for retreat, relaxation and even residence 
by imperial families and their entourage. This is 

the Emperor Dowager’s favourite grounds for 
scenic tours and we can understand why. Filled 
with administrative halls, you get to imagine how 
life as a court official was like in this splendid 
“Palace” which is actually more like an idyllic 
garden when you can trace the footsteps of 
princesses and princes as you tour the pavilions 
and admire the panorama from the Seventeen-
Arch Bridge. 

Stroll along the long corridors and feel the 
imperial or dynastic scholarly vibes or feel the 
refreshing breeze from the Kunming Lake to 
quell the summer heat. It is advisable to take 
your time to soak in the sights and sounds from 
its various scenic spots so we recommend at 
least one full day here.

THE 
CULTURAL 
EPICENTRE 

OF CHINA: 
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Where to EAT
Country Kitchen, Rosewood Beijing
Nestled inside the ultra-luxury hotel is a 
superlative restaurant offering a fine selection 
of local Beijing and Northern Chinese delights. 
The open kitchen concept is cozy and you can 
see your food prepared right in front of your 
eyes. We tried the classic Peking Duck which was 
absolutely delicious and various homely dishes 
that are fresh and not overly “overwhelming” 
for those who are not used to the more heavy 
flavours of the North. A must-try if you want to 
taste the very best of Beijing cuisine at affordable 
prices.

Address: 3/F, Rosewood Beijing, Jing Guang Center, 
Chaoyang District, Beijing
Tel: +86 10 6536 0066

Where to stay
Rosewood Beijing
This extraordinary ultra-luxury hotel is 
undisputedly one of the best I have ever stayed 
in. Every single corner of the hotel is designed 
to give you "A Sense of Place" and exude the 
cultural richness of the Chinese capital. Artistic 
décor, sophisticated dining experiences and 
luxury suites  are guaranteed to give you an 
extraordinary experience. If you are free, be 
sure to chill and relax by their stunning emerald 
swimming pool. We guarantee the experience 
will blow you away.

Address: Jing Guang Centre, Hujialou, Chaoyang 
District, Beijing
Tel: +86 10 6597 8888

Gaze in awe at the magnificent splendour of 
Tiananmen Square
This is the iconic square when millions 
witnessed the birth of modern China. It 
was here where Chairman Mao declared 
the founding of the modern-day People’s 
Republic of China. At over 400,000 sq metres, 
Tiananmen Square is easily the largest urban 
square in the world. The historical significance 
is overwhelming as you are awed by the 
Monument to People's Heroes, a vast granite 
obelisk which commemorates people who have 
died in the revolutionary cause. 

You might also wish to visit Mao’s Mausoleum 
where millions of visitors pay their tribute to the 
founding father of modern China. The queues 
can be very long but they move along fairly 
quickly so be patient. At the east of the Square 
lies the National Museum of Chinese History 
with exhibits to acquaint you with cultural and 
historical relics from the past. If you are lucky, 
you might get to see some of the 29 rooms in 
The Great Hall of the People and a 5000-seat 
banquet hall where President Richard Nixon 
was entertained in 1972. Do note that if the 

legislature is meeting (usually in March every 
year), you will not be able to tour the premises, 
so be sure to avoid visiting on meeting months. 

Additionally, depending on whether you can 
tolerate massive crowds, the Square will be 
adorned with beautiful flowers and decorations 
during holidays, especially in October (China’s 
National Day), so you might want to decide if 
a trip to immerse in the celebrations might be 
worth it.

Immerse in the burgeoning arts and culture 
hemisphere of Beijing
The Dashanzi Art District or 798 Art Zone is 
a quirky art community, and one of the more 
unusual things to do in Beijing. Designated 
for everything from galleries to studios and 
exhibition spaces hosting events dedicated to 
the arts, it is an interesting area to explore, with 
unique art on display (or performed) by artists 
from across China and from around the world.

For those who wish to experience authentic 
Beijing Opera, we strongly recommend the 
Temple Theatre Beijing Opera House nestled 
in a hutong to give you an authentic feel of 
classical Peking opera and Kunqu (Jiangsu 
variant). However, the theatre is only open 
during performance times for ticket holders 
with performances happening every Friday to 
Sunday. Do check out their official WeChat (ID: 
zhengyicilou) for schedules and details to avoid 
making a wasted trip. Alternatively, head to the 
Mei Lanfang Grand Theatre (WeChat ID: mlfdjy) 
for a more regular schedule of performances.
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A TOWN CALLED PARADISE BY DJ TIËSTO

Undoubtedly one of the best DJs to ever take the world by storm, 
and one of the most sought-after, the Dutch DJ and record producer 

from Breda, Netherlands transitions from trance to mainstream 
dance-pop with his fifth studio release containing the mesmerizing 

and ever-popular hits such as Red Lights and Light Years Away. This 
stylistic move won him millions of fans from the mainstream dance-

pop genre and showcased his musical talent and versatility. Get 
psyched and be prepared to be transported to dance paradise!

GIRL WITH A PEARL EARRING BY TRACY 
CHEVALIER

Set in 17th century Delft, Holland, this fictional 
masterpiece was inspired by Dutch painter, 
Johannes Vermeer's Girl with a Pearl Earring. 
The novel tells the story of Griet, a 16-year-old 
Dutch girl who becomes a maid in the house 
of Johannes Vermeer. Though different in 
upbringing, education and social standing, they 
have a similar way of looking at things and this 
soon captures the painter’s attention as Vermeer 
slowly draws her into the world of his painting. 
Tracy Chevalier presents a fabulously engaging 
historical fiction which also allows readers a peel 
at life and social status in 17th-century Holland so 
they can experience what life was like back then.

BLACK BOOK (2006)

Directed by Paul Verhoeven and set in Nazi-occupied Netherlands, 
renowned Dutch actress Carice van Houten stars in this war drama 
thriller as a young Jewish spy tasked with the unenviable assignment 
of seducing a Gestapo officer. The assignment soon takes on a 
different twist as she finds herself falling in love with her enemy and 
becomes entangled in a deadly web of double-dealing and betrayal. 
In its year of release, the movie was the most expensive Dutch movie 
ever made and also its most commercially successful one, with the 
Dutch public voting it as the best Dutch movie ever filmed in 2008.

Music

Although the Rotterdam School of Management 
(RSM) has become one of the top 10 European 
Business Schools and can leverage its ranking 
and reputation to draw more students, this Dutch 
business school, which has firmly established its 
reputation as one of the world’s most international 
and innovative business schools, has a shining 
mission to be a force for positive change in the 
world.

Drawing on its strength in research, its partnerships 
with important stakeholders and tapping on its 
pool of internationally diverse staff and students, 
RSM aims to develop business leaders with 
international careers who can become a force 
for positive change by carrying their innovative 
mindset into a sustainable future.

Initially founded in 1970 by the Dutch titans of 
Shell, Philips, Unilever, AkzoNobel, Tata Steel 
and ABN AMRO with the aim of providing high-
quality management education, RSM has evolved 
into one of the most international and reputable 
business schools with around 6,000 bachelor and 
master students, 400 MBA students and 2,200 
executives every year.

The Specialist of Master studies
If you are a professional hoping to make the 
leap into management or become even more 
specialized in your field, RSM offers a range of 
specialized master programmes that enables 
you to develop yourself and hone your skills and 
knowledge. If you think that the world is your 
oyster, the MSc International Management/CEMS, 
a highly selective 18-month programme, is ideal 
for students with an international mindset and 
who wish to tap RSM’s network of more than 30 

highly-ranked partner schools 
across the globe. All students 

go on exchange for one semester, and all students 
in Rotterdam will study together with exchange 
students from all over the world, giving business 
students a glimpse into the real-world mechanics 
of international business.

Alternatively, students with a non-business 
bachelor degree or from a non-business 
background can acquire a solid foundation in 
business management by participating in RSM’s 
16-month MScBA Master in Management or if 
you haven’t quite met the rigorous admission 
requirements of RSM, why not enroll in the 
Premaster in business administration and see if 
you have what it takes to rub shoulders with the 
best in business education.

For professionals and executives who truly want to 
make a difference in the business world, the RSM 
is your ideal choice.

For inquiries, please contact:
Rotterdam School of Management Erasmus 
University
BurgemeesterOudlaan 50
3062 PA Rotterdam, The Netherlands
Tel: +31 10 408 2222
Email: info@rsm.nl
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A REAL-WORLD BUSINESS EDUCATION EXPERIENCE: 
THE ROTTERDAM SCHOOL OF MANAGEMENT
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TWG TEA
• No.L213, Level 2, TaiKoo Hui Shopping Centre, 

No.383 Tianhe Road, Tianhe District, Guangzhou
(+86) 20 3808 8233

• No.L110, Level 1, IGC Mall, No.222 Xing Min Road, 
Tianhe District, Guangzhou
(+86) 20 8757 1837

A New Beginning with Always Sakura Tea
Heralding the arrival of the first buds of Spring, 
TWG Tea celebrates the evanescent beauty of 
cherry blossoms with Always Sakura Tea, one of the 
most illustrious and anticipated additions to Spring 
2019 Haute Couture Tea Collection®. Beautifully 
blended with notes of wild Rainier cherry and 
sweet blossoms, this marvellous green tea yields 
a fresh and elegant infusion enveloped by soft 
lingering hints of sweet floral. The Always Sakura 
Tea preciously encased in a limited edition tin is 
adorned with warm hues of gold and caramel. 
In celebration of this ephemeral season, TWG 
Tea launches a limited edition Always Sakura Tea 
infused macaron. Showcasing a smooth and crisp 
blush pink almond shell, the macaron is delicately 
filled with exquisite chocolate ganache accented by 
the natural flavour of green tea with notes of cherry 
blossom. 

Price:
• Always Sakura Tea is available at all TWG Tea 

Salons for a limited time and retails at RMB235.
• The Always Sakura Tea macaron is priced at 

RMB15 per piece.
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ALOFT GUANGZHOU TIANHE
No. 365 Tianhe Bei Road, Tianhe District, Guangzhou
(+86)20 3802 8888
alofthotels.com

Ladies Night
Ladies can get 1 mocktail for free at the same 
business hour.

* This offer is not applicable for Canton fair.
* This offer cannot be used in conjunction with any other offers.
* No take away.

Time: 17:00-00:00, every Friday & Saturday. 
Venue: W XYZ Bar

CROWNE PLAZA GUANGZHOU CITY 
CENTRE

No.339, Huanshi Road East, Yuexiu District, 
Guangzhou 
(+86) 20 8363 8888 ext 88318
www.crowneplaza.com

Enjoy Your Family Time with The Special Weekend 
Buffet Brunch Package
How to spend your family time every weekend? 
Come with the kids to experience the family 
moment at Weekend Children’s Party in Crowne 
Plaza. Bring your little one to enjoy the designed 
healthy meals prepared by our professional chef 
team, the interactive games and exciting lucky 
draws. Discover the world of culinary arts and the 
joy of hand-crafted class with your lovely ones. 
The Package is available for two adults and one kid 
under 1 meter (include 1 meter).

Price: RMB318 net (Please access to WeChat E-shop 
to purchase)
Promotion Period: Every weekend until June 30, 
2019 
Time: 12:00-14:30
Venue: Fresh Asian Seafood and Buffet Restaurant

CHINA HOTEL, GUANGZHOU
No.122 Liu Hua Road, Yuexiu District, Guangzhou
(+86) 20 8666 6888
www.chinahotelgz.com 

Classic Cantonese Cuisine Revival
Recovering the lost flavors of Cantonese cuisine 
this April, China Hotel brings back classic Cantonese 
cuisine of the 80’s. Experience the real essence of 
Cantonese cuisine with award-winning Chef Xu Jin-
hui at Four Seasons Restaurant & Food Street.

Price: From RMB32 + 15%
Dates: April 1 - 30, 2019 
Venue: Four Seasons Restaurant & Food Street

FOUR POINTS BY SHERATON 
GUANGZHOU, DONGPU

No.1 Jingying Road, Hui Cai Road, Dongpu, Tianhe 
District, Guangzhou
(+86) 20 3211 0888
www.fourpointsguangzhoudongpu.com

Ladies Night at the Lounge
Ladies, this is the time for free yourself from your 
nine-to-six routine with a night out in town.Let’s 
strap on your heels, grab your lady friends and 
enjoy the lady's night at our Lobby Lounge.

Half Price: Select Cocktails/ Soft Drinks
Time: 19:00-22:00
Dates: Until August 31, 2019 (not valid for Canton 
Fair).

FOUR SEASONS HOTEL GUANGZHOU
5 Zhujiang West Road, Pearl River New City, 
Tianhe District, Guangzhou
(+86) 20 8883 3888 
www.fourseasons.com/guangzhou 

Joyful Easter Brunch
Celebrate this Easter with a joyful sumptuous 
brunch! An abundance of Italian flavors of delicate 
antipasto, ice-cream, homemade pasta and pizza 
can definitely delight your taste buds. 

Price: 
• RMB 368 + 15% per person including juice and 

soft drink.
• RMB 468 + 15% per person including house wine, 

sparkling wine, red and white wine, soft drink and 
juice. 

Dates: April 21
Venue: Caffe Mondo

12 Zhujiang West Road, Pearl River New City, Tianhe 
District, Guangzhou
(+86) 20 8396 1234
guangzhou.grand.hyatt.com

Go Healthy Afternoon Tea at Guanxi Lounge
Healthy living is on our minds all the time. We have 
created this simple, delicious and health-conscious 
afternoon tea to help you through your day, in 
additional with a glass of freshly squeezed special 
juice to energize your spirits. Go healthy, be happy!

Price: RMB298 + 15% per Set
Dates: April 1 - June 30, 2019
Venue: Guanxi Lounge

GRAND HYATT GUANGZHOU

GUANGZHOU MARRIOTT HOTEL TIANHE
No. 228 Tianhe Road, Tianhe District, Guangzhou
(+86) 20 6108 8888
guangzhoumarriott.com 

The Sense of Spicy
Savour the chef's well-prepared Sichuan and Hunan 
cuisine. Man Ho will become your ideal place to 
start the season of spring.

Price: RMB68 up for each
Time: Until April 30, 2019
Venue: Man Ho Chinese Restaurant

ASCOTT IN GUANGZHOU
Unbeatable Canton Fair Business Package in 
Guangzhou
Make your reservation NOW to enjoy great savings 
for the upcoming 125th Canton Fair in Guangzhou 
with our attractive business package. Enjoy the 
unbeatable Business Package in Ascott Guangzhou, 
Ascott IFC Guangzhou, Springdale Serviced 
Residence Guangzhou and Somerset Riviera 
Guangzhou with exclusive access to a wide range of 
business facilities. 

• Ascott Guangzhou
No.73 Tianhedong Road, Tianhe District, Guangzhou

Price: From RMB875+5%
Dates: April 14 - May 04,  2019
• Ascott IFC Guangzhou

No.5 Zhujiang Xi Road, Zhujiang New Town, 
Tianhe District, Guangzhou

Price: From RMB1400+6%
Dates: April 14 - May 04, 2019
• Springdale Serviced Residence Guangzhou

Tower B1, No.105 Tiyuxi Road, Tianhe District, 
Guangzhou

Price: From RMB530+6%
Dates: April 14 - May 04, 2019
• Somerset Riviera Guangzhou

No.770 Binjiang Zhong Road, Haizhu District, 
Guangzhou

Price: From RMB2000+6%
Dates: April 14 - April 29, 2019

DOUBLETREE BY HILTON GUANGZHOU
No.391 Dongfeng Road, Yuexiu District, Guangzhou
(+86) 20 2833 2888
DoubleTree.com

Cantonese Dim Sum
This season, be inspired by refreshing Cantonese 
dim sum. Mustard Shrimp Dumplings mixed with 
spinach sauce and fresh-smelling cucumbers. Get 
together for a new interpretation of traditional dim 
sum at Dongyuange Chinese Restaurant, offering 
you a pleasant memory of leisure and delicacy.

Price: RMB38 +15%
Venue: Dongyuange

Get on the list for Paper magazine's 
e-newsletter and e-bulletin. To 
make sure you don't miss the latest 
e-news, email: sales@neo-ads.com 
or follow our Wechat: PAPER

HOTEL NIKKO GUANGZHOU
No.1961 Huaguan Road, Tianhe District, Guangzhou
(+86) 20 6631 8888 
nikkogz.com

Premium sushi set menu
Premier Japanese restaurant serving authentic 
Japanese cuisines with delicious Sushi and 
Teppanyaki. Premium sushi set menu selects high 
quality sashimi shipped from Japan. Our master 
chefs aim to give you the best experience of sushi.

Price: RMB480 + 15%
Dates: Until May 5, 2019
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LANGHAM PLACE, GUANGZHOU
No. 638 Xingang Dong Road, Haizhu District, 
Guangzhou
(+86) 20 8916 3388
guangzhou.langhamplacehotels.com.cn

The Art of Coffee
Langham Place, Guangzhou is partnering with 
Julius Meinl, the Vienna-based coffee roaster, 
to launch ‘The Art of Coffee,’ an inspirational 
coffee experience for guests that in March, 2019. 
Throughout the Culinary Art of Coffee promotion 
period, guests will have the chance to taste a 
selection of coffee-infused dishes, drinks and tea 
break crafted by the hotel’s talented culinary team, 
as well as a variety of premium coffee. Savour 
authentic Italian cuisine with a modern twist crafted 
by Chef Andrea, unwind at Portal with a coffee 
cocktail, or spend a pleasant afternoon enjoying the 
coffee afternoon tea. Julius Meinl 1862 PREMIUM 
and cold brew coffee are also served in Portal.

Dates: Until May 5, 2019.

Coffee-infused dishes
Opening time: 18:00 - 22:00
Venue: Alfresco
Coffee cocktails
Price: RMB98 per glass
Opening time: 14:30 - 17:00
Venue: Portal
Langham Place × Julius Meinl coffee afternoon tea
Opening time: 14:30 - 17:00
Price: RMB268 per set for two persons
The first five people to purchase a coffee afternoon 
tea set will receive a complimentary set
of Julius Meinl coffee cups.
Venue: Portal

No.389 Tianhe Road, Tianhe District, Guangzhou
(+86) 20 3808 8888 
www.mandarinoriental.com/guangzhou

New Spring Delicacies
Come savor Mandarin Oriental, Guangzhou’s latest 
Spring delicacies at the hotel’s Michelin-starred 
restaurant, Jiang by Chef Fei this season. Delicacies 
include the steamed Ungeo fish, poached Chaoshan 
pearl vegetable and sliced abalone, braised pearl 
rice with caviar, scallop and potherb, steamed 
minced shrimp with crab roe and pork meat ball in 
stock soup and many more.
 
Price: From RMB 88 + 15% per dish
Date: Until 30 April 2019

MANDARIN ORIENTAL, GUANGZHOU

PARK HYATT GUANGZHOU
No.16 Huaxia Road, Zhujiang New Town, Tianhe 
District, Guangzhou
(+86) 20 3769 1234 
guangzhou.park.hyatt.com

Spring at the Park
Indulge in a rare and intimate stay in Presidential 
Suite at CNY19,999, inclusive of one-night stay and 
Park Affinity of two breakfasts in Dining Room, two 
“Wine & Social” in Living Room, late check out and 
more exclusive privileges.

Dates: Booking and stay date startfrom now till 
April 13, 2019

PULLMAN GUANGZHOU BAIYUN 
AIRPORT

No.1 Konggang Jiudian Road, Guangzhou 
International Airport, Guangzhou
(+86) 20 3606 8866
www.accorhotels.com/b2w3

Fresh Fish Head Feast
The fresh fishes from Wanlu Lake are delicious. Tian 
Yuan Creative Chinese Restaurant provides you with 
nutritious Fish Head Feast to tantalize your taste 
buds.

Price: RMB 388 net per portion
Dates: April 1 - 30, 2019
Venue: Tian Yuan Creative Chinese Restaurant

SHERATON GUANGZHOU NANSHA 
HOTEL

No. 79-80 Haixi Street, Haibin Road, Nansha District, 
Guangzhou
(+86) 20 3900 2288
sheraton.com

Seasonal Flavors at Yue
Papaya is in season,Chef Li from Yue Chinese 
Restaurant presents you seasonal flavors featuring 
papaya, Braised chicken with fish maw and papaya. 
After selecting the fresh papaya from the local 
market in Nansha, braise it with chicken and fish 
maw, and add ginger and pepper for season to 
nourish your body. 

Price: RMB168 net per portion 
Dates: Until September 30, 2019

SHERATON GUANGZHOU HOTEL
No. 208 Tianhe Road, Tianhe District, Guangzhou
(+86) 20  6668 8888
sheratonguangzhou.com

Let’s get together
Popup Café serves trendy and healthy Italian and 
Latin fusion cuisine. Go young go happy.
 
Price: from RMB68-128 +16.6% surcharge
Dates: Until June 30, 2019
Venue: Popup Restaurant

THE RITZ-CARLTON, GUANGZHOU
No. 3 Xing An Road, Pearl River New City, Tianhe 
District, Guangzhou
(+86) 20 3813 6688 
www.ritzcarlton.com/guangzhou

The Ritz-Carlton, Guangzhou presents
Tangerine-themed Afternoon Tea with Scent Chant
Bringing a spring-scented sensation from the 
garden to the plates, Pearl Loungeat The Ritz-
Carlton, Guangzhou is partnering with the French 
fragrance brand, SCENT CHANT, to present the 
Tangerine Afternoon Tea with an enchanting fruity 
touch. Guests may savor the luxury afternoon tea, 
served in elegant LEGLE France Diana collection 
teaware, from now until April 30, 2019.

Price: RMB 311net per set, RMB 536net per couple
Time & Dates: Daily 14:00 - 17:30, until April 30, 2019

THE WESTIN PAZHOU
Area C, Canton Fair Complex, 681 Fengpu Zhong 
Road, Haizhu District, Guangzhou
(+86) 20 8918 1818
westinpazhou.com

Gourmet Tour of Greater Bay Area
Our Michelin Plate Restaurant-Five Zen5es presents 
delicacies with a unique fusion of the culinary 
tradition from Greater Bay Area. Now delight your 
tongue with an appetizing array of choices from 
Chilled Crab from Chaozhou, Fried Shrimp Pastry 
with Lotus Roots from Shunde to Roasted Squab 
from Zhongshan, and you will feel inspired by this 
astonishing journey.

Price: A la carte menu
Dates: April 14 - May 5, 2019
Venue: Five Zen5es

W GUANGZHOU
No.26 Xian Cun Road, Tianhe District, Guangzhou
(+86) 20 6628 6628
wguangzhou.com

All You Can Eat
Tickle your taste buds with a wide selection of 
signature dim sum all tastefully arranged in an all-
you-can-eat lunch menu.

Price: RMB188 net per per person 
Time: Mon to Fri: 11:30 - 14:30, Sat - Sun & public 
holiday: 10:00 - 14:30
Venue: Yanyu Chinese Restaurant

Get on the list for Paper magazine's 
e-newsletter and e-bulletin. To 
make sure you don't miss the latest 
e-news, email: sales@neo-ads.com 
or follow our Wechat: PAPER

LN GARDEN HOTEL NANSHA 
GUANGZHOU

No.1, Da Jiao Er Road, Nansha District, Guangzhou
(+86) 20 3210 8888 
www.lnhotels.com/GDHNS

Burger Fever
A series of mouthwatering burgers have arrived at 
Grill. The Chef presents delicious burgers with fresh 
grilled meat, vegetables and fragrant cheese, taking 
you on an irresistible hot burger journey!

Dates: April 1 - 30, 2019
Venue: Grill

JUMEIRAH LIVING GUANGZHOU
No.14 Zhujiang East Road, Tianhe District, 
Guangzhou
(+86) 20 8883 8888
www.jumeirah.com/jlg

The Newest Jumeirah at Guangzhou Launched 
125th Canton Fair Privileges
Jumeirah Living Guangzhou has launched its 125th 
Canton Fair privileges. The special offer starts from 
RMB 1788 per suite per night, enjoy 15% off for 
consecutive 3 nights stay, applicable for Classic 
Suites from one to three bedrooms, complimentary 
breakfast for two, welcome fruits, free use of 
Fitness Center and WIFI, late check out until 15:00. 
Subject to availability. Valid till May 5, 2019. The 
rate is subject to 16.6% service charge and VAT.



MARCO POLO LINGNAN TIANDI 
FOSHAN

No.97 Renmin Road, Chancheng District, Foshan
(+86) 757 8250 1888
www.marcopolohotels.com

Crazy Milkshake
The Lobby Lounge is now offering the popular crazy 
milkshake from now till end of May. Crazy Milkshake 
with flavors of strawberry, mango and cookie, is 
healthy, delicious, full of fun and vitality!
 
Price: RMB48 +15%
Dates: Utill May 30, 2019
Venue: Lobby Lounge

HOLIDAY INN SHUNDE
No.3, East Nanyuan Road, Lunjiao, Shunde District, 
Foshan
(+86) 20 8918 1818
westinpazhou.com

German Food Festival
Come and enjoy authentic German food at All Day 
Dining! Enjoy the most famous German dishes 
such as grilled pork knuckle, German sausage with 
sauerkraut, German beef roll and of course the free 
flow of German beer.
 
Price: RMB268 net 
Time: April 1 - 31, 2019
Venue: All Day Dining Restaurant

LE MÉRIDIEN ZHONGSHAN
No 21, Gangkou Avenue, Gangkou Town, Zhongshan
(+86) 760 2280 8888
lemeridienzhongshan.com

Unlock the destination of southeast Asian cuisine
Latest Recipe is delighted to present Southeast 
Asian food festival and unlock the cuisine 
destination of Singapore, Malaysia and Thailand for 
the guests.

Price: 
• Sunday - Tuesday (17:30 - 21:00): 

RMB178 net per person
• Saturday - Sunday (11:30 - 14:30): 

RMB148 net per person
• Friday - Saturday (17:30 - 21:00): 

RMB208 net per person
 (Access to WeChat E-Shop to purchase)
Date: Until May 31, 2019
Venue: Latest Recipe

SHERATON QINGYUAN LION LAKE 
RESORT

No. 1 Lion Lake Road, Henghe Street, Qingyuan
(+86) 763 8888 888
Sheratonqingyuan.com

Arabian Style Afternoon Tea for Two
A very unique Arabian Style designed hotel, 
Sheraton Qingyuan Lion Lake Resort, with 6 theme 
islands, located perfectly beside the beautiful Lion 
Lake. Laying in the lazy afternoon sunshine in our 
Arabian Castle to enjoy the incomparable afternoon 
tea. That’s what a perfect holiday is all about.

Price: RMB158net
Time: April 1 - June 31, 2019
Venue: Lobby Lounge

HYATT REGENCY SHENZHEN AIRPORT
Shenzhen Bao’an International Airport, Bao’an 
District, Shenzhen
(+86) 755 2345 1234
hyatt.com

Light Meal Buffet Lunch
Seasonal selections of signature main courses 
are designed to fill your appetite for afternoon 
delicacies.

Price: RMB88 + 15% per person
Time & Dates: Daily 12:00 - 14:00, until April 30, 2019
Venue: The Lounge

JW MARRIOTT HOTEL SHENZHEN 
BAO’AN

No.8 Baoxing Road, Bao’an District, Shenzhen
(+86) 755 2323 8888
jwmarriottshenzhenbaoan.com

TEA Food Festival
Satisfy your spring cravings with the freshness and 
deliciousness of the season. The tea themed buffet 
offers you abundant choices to have the first taste 
of spring. Savoring the gourmet while drinking 
the specially selected fresh tea makes it a culinary 
experience you can’t miss.

Price: Dinner Buffet
• Sunday - Thursday: RMB488 per person
• Friday - Saturday: RMB558 per person
Time: April 1 - May 31, 2019
Venue: The Shenzhen Kitchen

SHENZHEN MARRIOTT HOTEL 
GOLDEN BAY

No.33 Zonglv Road, Dapeng New District, Shenzhen
(+86) 755 2839 8888
shenzhenmarriottgoldenbay.com

Colorful Lollipop Afternoon Tea
The Lounge has creatively prepared the colorful 
lollipop themed afternoon tea set menu, including 
marshmallow melting in your month, sour-sweet 
and tasty mango mousse cake and raspberry cake 
roll. We redefine the meaning of beauty with a 
stunning views of Golden Bay in spring..
 
Price: RMB 348 per set
Time: Until April 30, 2019
Venue: The Lounge

MARCO POLO SHENZHEN
No.28, Futian 1st Road, Futian CBD, Shenzhen
(+86) 755 3339 7736
www.marcopolohotels.com

Weekend Special Offer
• The hotel has completed Room and Continental 

Club upgrade. Its "green sleep" concept creates 
high-quality room experience for guests.

• 30% discount at Café Marco & Lobby Bar’
• 20% discount on Laundry service
• Late check-out until 2pm
• Free high-speed internet and in-room WIFI
• Free access to hotel Fitness Center and outdoor 

swimming pool

Price: 30% discount based on Best Available Rate 
for Weekend only and Public Holiday. (The Rates are 
subject to 10% service charge and 6% VAT.)
Dates: Friday to Sunday & Public Holidays, April 1 - 
August 31, 2019

SHERATON SHENZHEN FUTIAN HOTEL
Great China International Exchange Square, Fuhua 
Road, Futian District, Shenzhen
(+86) 755 8282 6258
sheraton.com

Mezzo Atlantic Cod Fish Set Menu
As summer is approaching, Mezzo Italian Restaurant 
now introduces a new set menu which will surely 
arouse your appetite. The soft texture of the 
Atlantic premium cod fish is beautifully balanced 
by the acidity of the roasted tomatoes, orange 
and carrot sauce. This set menu also served with 
complimentary Caesar salad or minestrone soup to 
provide you with an euphoric dining experience.

Price: RMB268 net per set
Time: Daily 12:00 - 14:30, 18:00 - 22:30, April 1 - 
June 30, 2019. 
Venue: Mezzo Italian Restaurant

SHERATON DAMEISHA RESORT, 
SHENZHEN

No.9 Yankui Road, Yantian District, Shenzhen
(+86) 755 8888 6688
marriott.com/szxdr

Australian Beef + Seafood BBQ Weekend Buffet 
Dinner
Sheraton Dameisha Resort is your best choice for 
a weekend getaway. Enjoy the scrumptious buffet 
dinner with high-quality beef imported from 
Australia, as well as seafood, bbq, desert, kid’s 
corner…
 
Price: RMB498 net
Dates: Until April 30, 2019

KEMPINSKI HOTEL SHENZHEN
Hai De San Dao, Hou Hai Bin Road, Shenzhen
(+86) 755 8888 8888
www.kempinski.com

Mediterranean Treat at Kempinski Hotel Shenzhen
Kempinski Hotel Shenzhen invites you to enjoy 
a Mediterranean feast including Italian ham and 
mozzarella Bruschetta, Greek Salata Horiatiki, El 
pulpito a la parrilla, Homemade Dolmades, Turkish 
lamb Borek rolls, and much more. These culinary 
highlights will pamper your taste buds with a bite 
of Mediterranean. Enjoy the meal with a glass of 
selected wine to start your wonderful weekend.

Price: RMB428 net per person (Including a glass of 
wine) 
Time & Dates: 17:30 - 21:30, every Friday to Sunday 
until  June 30, 2019
Venue: Seasons Restaurant

THE LANGHAM, SHENZHEN
No.7888 Shennan Boulevard, Futian District, Shenzhen
(+86) 755 8828 9888
www.langhamhotels.com/shenzhen

The Langham, Shenzhen Partners Italian Luxury 
Brand Max Mara to Present Vogue Collection 
Afternoon Tea
Spring is the perfect season to escape from this 
concrete jungle and enjoy a lazy Italian afternoon in 
the golden sunshine and sweet scent of blossoming 
flowers. The Langham, Shenzhen will be partnering 
renowned Italian luxury brand Max Mara,Weekend 
Max Mara and MAX&Co. to present the Vogue 
Collection Afternoon Tea that will take your palate 
on a journey to discover the Italians’ passion for life 
and fashion. The Langham, Shenzhen’s Executive 
Pastry Chef Francesco Mannino, who also hails from 
Italy, is using classic elements of the 2019 Spring-
Summer collection from Max Mara, Weekend Max 
Mara and MAX&Co. His vivid imagination will create 
colourful, exquisite desserts that make you feel like 
you are in the middle of a fashion show. During the 
promotion period, guests will receive a limited-
edition voucher with each set of Vogue Collection 
Afternoon Tea purchased.
 
Dates: April 1 - 30, 2019
Venue: Palm Court



PAPER MAGAZINE

Bulletin

Get on the list for Paper magazine's 
e-newsletter and e-bulletin. To 
make sure you don't miss the latest 
e-news, email: sales@neo-ads.com 
or follow our Wechat: PAPER

W SUZHOU
Building 7 Suzhou Center, Corner of Xinggang 
Avenue and Suhui Road, Suzhou Industrial Park, 
Jiangsu
(+86)  512 6988 7775
www.w-suzhou.com

Steakation Remix Weekends at Toro Loco
Treat yourself with packages of 5j Spanish iberico 
ham sliced at your table from RMB198 net!
 
Price: From RMB198 net 
Dates: Every Friday & Saturday, until June 30, 2019

 MANDARIN ORIENTAL, SANYA
No.12 Yuhai Road, Jiyang District, Sanya, Hainan
(+86) 898 8820 9999
mandarinoriental.com/sanya

The Lawn Wedding Promotion
Inclusive of one Ocean View Villa & 10 Ocean View 
Rooms for two nights; BBQ Dinner for 40 person 
(maximum) at The Lawn; Facial Spa for 90 minutes 
for the bride in Spa Village.  

Price: RMB69,888 (40 pax Maximum)
Dates: Until December 31, 2019

HOTEL PURPLE HONG KONG
No. 19 Wing Hing Street, Causeway Bay, Hong Kong
(+852) 2251 3000
www.citadines.com

2019 Opening Promtion
Hotel Purple Hong Kong is a fresh and fun boutique 
hotel located in Hong Kong’s most vibrant shopping 
and dining district! From weekend getaways to 
longer-term visits, you are now able to opt for 
Studio Rooms with special prices from HK$600 for 
celebrating the opening!

Price: From HKD600+ 10% 
Date: April 1 - Jun 30, 2019

GRAND HYATT MACAU
City of Dreams, Estrada do Istmo, Cotai, Macau
(+853) 8868 1234
macau.grand.hyatt.com

Sumptuous suite offer
Unwind in the luxuriously spacious suites at Grand 
Hyatt Macau and enjoy 50% off the second night of 
your stay.
* Other terms and conditions apply.
 
Date: April 1 -  June 30, 2019

Andrea Zamboni appointed as 
Italian Chef De Cuisine of 
Langham Place, Guangzhou 

Langham Place, Guangzhou recently announced 
the appointment of Andrea Zamboni as chef de 
cuisine of the hotel’s Italian restaurant, Alfresco. 
Chef Zamboni is responsible for overseeing all 
culinary operations and management of Alfresco, 
as well as enhancing the Western dining experience 
at the hotel. Diners will experience authentic 
Italian flavours through traditional dishes with a 
modern twist at Alfresco. Hailing from Romano di 
Lombardia, Italy, Chef Zamboni started his culinary 
journey at the early age of 15 and boasts 19 years’ 
experience in Italy and Greater China. He moved to 
Guangzhou in 2016 and served as chef de cuisine 
at Limoni, which was awarded a ‘Michelin Plate’ in 
the first-ever Michelin Guide Guangzhou 2018. His 
experiences in different geographic regions adds to 
his ability to create unique culinary masterpieces.

THE RITZ-CARLTON, LANGKAWI
Jalan Pantai Kok, Teluk Nibung, PO Box 199 
Langkawi, Malaysia
(+604) 952 4888
www.marriott.com

Golf Open package
3 Days / 2 Nights package with Welcome cocktail 
reception, Welcome kit, Daily Champagne buffet 
breakfast, celebratory dinner, airport transfers and 
tournament transportation.
 
Price: RM7,100 per player and RM8,800 for two 
players
Time: April 13 - 15, 2019

No.6 Haitang North Road, Sanya, Hainan
(+86) 898 8871 6666 
rosewoodhotels.com

Sense, a Rosewood Spa at Rosewood Sanya
celebrates spring with seasonal spa journeys
The Spring Renewal Journey begins with a 
60-minute body wrap of green tea, nutmeg, 
rosemary, mint and other organic ingredients, for 
a natural herbal detoxification to discharge toxins 
and refresh the body. This is followed by an expert, 
deep Swedish massage to release muscle pressure. 
The result is a glowing complexion and rejuvenated 
body and spirit. With the warm days ahead, sun 
repair treatment can be critical for first-time 
visitors to a tropical island. The special Post-Basking 
Repairing Treatment combines aloe vera essence 
to inhibit melanin with golden massage cream rich 
in nuts, jasmine, and micro gold particles, applied 
in a relaxing body massage. Sunburn discomfort 
is relieved and the skin left both moisturized and 
nourished.

ROSEWOOD SANYA

THE WESTIN XIAMEN
No.398 Xianyue Road, Siming District, Xiamen, Fujian
(+86) 592 337 8888
westin.com/xiamen

Seasonal Tastes Buffet Dinner Upgrade
Refresh your taste with selected seasonal seafood 
such as Alaskan King Crab Legs, Australian Scallop 
and Oyster. Come and explore the finest buffet 
experience in Xiamen.

Price: 
Weekday Buffet Dinner: RMB238 net per person
Weekend Buffet Dinner: RMB268 net per person
(Follow our wechat: westinxiamen to get best deal)
Venue: Seasonal Tastes

Yunda Central Plaza, No. 289, Shawan Road, Yuhua 
District, Changsha, Hunan
(+86) 731 8968 8888
stregischangsha.com

The Gastronomy in the Wilds
This spring, Yan Ting specially presents seasonal 
gastronomies set within the sophisticated 
environment. Highlight dishes include sautéed 
cucumber flower with slices pork, sautéed green 
been with minced pork, pickled chili with bamboo 
shoots, among others.

Dates: April 1 - 31, 2019

THE ST. REGIS CHANGSHA

Tower 1, Changsha IFS, 188 Jiefang West Road, 
Furong District, Changsha, Hunan
(+86) 731 8895 8888
niccolohotels.com

Surf & Turf Set Lunch Menu
From the wilderness of nature to the dining 
table, oceans and plains create their own unique 
delicacies, combining the brine of the sea with the 
richness of the land, for an unmatched gourmet 
experience. With selected fresh seafood and the 
finest cuts of meat, Niccolo Changsha presents 
the surf & turf set lunch menu at Niccolo Kitchen. 
Discover the unique combination of fresh seafood 
and the finest cuts of meat. Sample our first 
seasonal Surf & Turf menu: Salmon fillet and Pan 
fried veal scaloppini, paired with salad selection, 
soup and dessert. New main courses will be arriving 
soon! Come and enjoy a leisurely weekday lunch at 
Niccolo Kitchen with SURF & TURF limited offer.
 
Price: Starting from RMB98 per person

NICCOLO CHANGSHA

ASCOTT MACAU
No. 339 Rua Cidade de Braga, Macau
(+853) 2822 0688
www.the-ascott.com

Easter Escape Package
Stop hopping! Just simply hop in to spend your 
Easter Holidays with us at Ascott Macau! Plan and 
book early for your Easter getaway and SAVE up to 
20% OFF! BOOK NOW! 
 
Price: From HKD/MOP880 + 15%
Date: April 1 - 30, 2019

Andy Chen appointed as 
Director of Operations 
at Grand Hyatt Guangzhou

Grand Hyatt Guangzhou was pleased to announce 
that Mr. Andy Chen has been appointed as Director 
of Operations at Grand Hyatt Guangzhou, effective 
from February 2019. Andy started his career as 
Revenue Analyst at Hyatt Regency Dongguan in 
2006. By constantly improving himself in different 
aspects, in 2010 Andy was promoted to Director of 
Sales and Marketing due to his outstanding sales 
skills, team management ability and innovation 
consciousness. In 2016, Andy was transferred 
to Park Hyatt Sanya, Sunny Bay Resort as in the 
same position. In 2017, he joined Hyatt Regency 
Shenzhen Airport in the position of EAM - Sales & 
Marketing and successfully helped the hotel open 
its door.

GRAND HYATT CHANGSHA
No.36 Middle Xiangjiang Road, Tianxin District, 
Changsha, Hunan 
(+86) 731 8823 1234
Changsha.grand.hyatt.com

“All You Can Eat”at BBQ
“All You Can Eat” has been launched at ‘cook-it-
yourself’ BBQ restaurant. From delicate meat to 
rich seafood, “All You Can Eat” includes more than 
50 dishes to indulge you in gourmet feast. BFloor-
to-ceiling windows present views of the Xiang River 
and Yue Lu Mountain. Indulge in the delights of 
lamb skewers, fine seafood, seasonal vegetables, 
creative dishes and selected wines for a gourmet 
feast with your friends.

Venue: BBQ



Italian Design Day in the World 
- Shenzhen

The European Business in 
China Awards Gala 2019

The 3rd Italian Design Day Shenzhen was held on March 
18, 2019 at the International Art Design Center in Bao'an 
District. This year's theme is "DESIGN AND THE CITY OF 
THE FUTURE”, over 100 Italian design ambassadors, including 
architects, designers, scholars, critics and entrepreneurs, were 
invited to participate in various activities such as forums, 
exhibitions and meetings.



Mois de la Francophonie 2019

Good France 
- A Spring Celebration of French Gastronomy

Shenzhen British Day
It was a genuine pleasure for the British Chamber of 
Commerce Guangdong to bring this signature event - 
British Day (March 17) to guests at Shekou International 
School. There were family-friendly games at most of the 
booths, British style performances on stage, British music 
and food and the exciting lucky draw with dozens of prizes 
which created a vibrant and lively atmosphere at the venue!



Spring Appreciation 
at Park Hyatt Guangzhou

JW Marriott Hotel Hong Kong celebrates 
30 years of service excellence

Huang Wei Personal Exhibition Opening Reception

It has been three decades since JW Marriott Hotel Hong Kong opened 
its doors as the very first JW Marriott hotel in Asia Pacific, on 27 

February 1989. The hotel is celebrating 30 years of excellence in service 
and culinary delights which have made it a perennial favorite for its 

legions of loyal guests, both in Hong Kong and from all over the world. 
To commemorate this historic occasion, the hotel has prepared an array 
of exciting dining offers and activities to give back to its loyal guests for 

their continued support and share the celebrations with the community. 




